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EDITORIAL 
“I Shall So Certify” 


During the recent war a native teacher in the 
Philippine islands, who had taught his children to 
love and respect the American flag, was ordered 
by Japanese soldiers to haul down the flag flying 
over his schoo] and to trample it on the ground. 
This he courageously refused to do and he was 
therefore bayoneted through the body and left 
bleeding and presumably dying, However, he was 
carried away, after the Japanese left, and gradu- 
ally nursed back to health. 


He was asked what his thoughts were as he 
faced what he felt would be certain death. He re- 
plied that this is what he thought,—‘“There are 
moments in the lives of men when they are im- 
pelled to certify to seal—with their actions what 
they believe and what they teach. Such a move- 
ment has arrived in my life. I shall] so certify.” 


Surely this act of devotion will go down in his- 
tory, and these courageous words, expressing a 
loyalty more valued than life itself, will be quoted 
again and again as an example of true patriotism. 


If loyalty to one’s country and one’s flag can 
produce such worthy devotion, how much more do 
Christians owe loyalty to God, His Son, His Word 
and His Church! 


It is our purpose to discuss one of these loyalties 
in some detail, because, deviation therefrom of 
necessity affects our loyalty to the other three 
and the effectiveness of all our labors for Him. 


Loyalty to the Bible, the Word of God. In one’s 
attitude to this question lies the answer to most 
of the issues vexing the Church today. In past 
generations in Presbyterian circles, the plenary in- 
spiration of the Scriptures was accepted without 
dissent and those who found themselves not hold- 
ing this view either voluntarily withdrew from 
their ecclesiastical connections or were relieved of 
these connections by due process in the judicial 
procedure of a Church court. 


However, within the last fifty years, by a gradual 
process of compromise with unbelief, the day has 
finally come when faith in the entire authority 


| 
eed 


and trustworthiness of the Word is held up to 
ridicule as an untenable doctrine and those who 
contend for the historical position of loyalty to 
the entire word are classified as trouble makers, 
reactionaries, divisive elements, men lacking in 
scholarship and intellectual honesty. 


We are not impressed with name-calling » 
a method of arriving at a judicial decision. We 
are however most willing that this issue shall be 
faced in the light of the Bible, the Standards of 
our Church, and the ultimate effect of this present 
trend in a low view of Biblical inspiration on 
Christian work. 


The Bible Speaks 

Altho the higher critic warns against the use 
of the Scriptures to prove the Scriptures, even 
stating that our Saviour’s quotations from the Old 
Testament were probably beclouded by what they 
claim were His own limitations, we are still con- 
vinced that the greatest commentary on the Word 
of God is the Word of God itself, In fact, we do 
not believe a man can come to an adequate know- 
ledge of the Bible until he takes it and its om 
evaluation of its statements. Paul says he found 
the Berean Christians more honorable than some 
others because they “received the word (the Gos 
pel message) with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether these things 
were so.” The higher critic is unwilling to allow 
the interpretation of the Bible by the Bible itself, 
because the clear light of the Holy Spirit, the 
Author of the Book, shows up the unbelief and 
callous assumptions of his own naturalistic mind. 


Our Standards Speak 
We recently read that the maintainance of the 
unity of the Church is the primary obligation of 
both ministers and elders, an obligation laid up 
us by our ordination vows. 


We agree that unity is a vitally important 
obligation but we insist that it is only a part 0 
our ordination vows. These vows continue: ° 
you promise to be zealous and faithful in maim 
taining the truths of the gospel and the | 

and peace of the church, whatever persecution 
opposition may arise unto you on that account 


A church at peace at the grins of purity of doe 


trine is a sick church, Woe be to the church when 
voices cease to be lifted against laxity in d 
standards! 
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Let those who would cry “peace, peace, when 
there is no peace” read again some of the other 
things to which they subscribed when they took 
their ordination vows. 


To refresh our memories let us look at the Con- 
fession of Faith, Chapter 1, The Holy Scriptures. 


Under Paragraph II, the books of the Old and 
New Testament are listed and then,—“All which 
are given by inspiration of God, to be the rule 
of faith and life.” 


Paragraph IV: “The authority of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, 
dependenth not upon the testimony of any man 
or church, but wholly upon God. (who is truth 
itself,) the author thereof; and therefore it is the 
word of God.” 


Paragraph V includes these phrases, “entire 
perfection” “the word of God,” “Infallible truth” 
and “divine authority.” 


In paragraph VII we find, “The Old Testament 
...and the New Testament, being immediately 
inspired by God, and by His singular care and 
providence, kept pure in all ages, are therefore 
authentical.” 


Under paragraph IX we are told, “The infallible 
rule of interpretation of Scripture, is the Scripture 
itself.” 


And finally, paragraph X states,—“‘The Supreme 
Judge, by which all controversies of religion are 
to be determined, and all decrees of councils, 
opinions of ancient writers, doctrines ‘of men, and 
private spirits, are to be examined, and in whose 
sentence we are to rest, can be no other but the 
Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture.” 


As to creation, we are told, “It pleased God the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, for the manifestation 
of the glory of His eternal power, wisdom and 
goodness, in the beginning, to create or make of 
nothing the world, and all things therein, whether 
visible or invisible, in the space of six days, and 
all very good.” 


II. “After God had made all other creatures, He 
created man, male and female, with reasonable and 
immortal souls, endued with knowledge, righteous- 
ness and true holiness after His own image... .” 


Space does not permit further quotations from 
our Confession of Faith, nor are they necessary. 
Our Standards affirm and we have agreed thereto 
that the Bible is truly The Word of God (not 
simply containing the word of God) and that it is 
fully inspired and completely trustworthy from 
beginning to end. 


The End-Results Speak 


When we reject the plenary inspiration of the 


Scriptures we have cut the nerve of evangelical 
Christianity. 


annem we deny the full truthfulness of the 
ible we depart from the standards of our Church, 


to which we have subscribed when we took our 
ordination vows. 


atte results may not be immediately obvious but 


hi are certain, The authority science, of 
pilosophy, of human wisdom, or humanism— 
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these supplant in our minds the authority of the 
Word of God. Paul faced this issue and in his 
letter to the Romans he says, “For what if some 
did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith 
of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God 
be true, but every man a liar: as it is written, 
That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, 
and mightest overcome when thou art judged.” 


The hypotheses of science and the “assured 
findings of scholarship” are too uncertain and 
changing to be accepted in place of the Bible. True 
science and scholarship will never conflict with the 
Bible, but either science or scholarship which leaves 
God out of first place in His own universe are as 
sure to fail as God is to ultimately be vindicated. 


But, to get back to the end-result of denial of 
the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. Whether 
we like to admit it or not the fact remains that it 
is many of the so-called sects and lesser denomina- 
tions, the people in what Fey calls the “Churches 
of the Dispossessed” who, despite their vagaries, 
emotionalism and lack of education are yet reach- 
ing out and bringing in sinners by the thousands 
while too often we center our activities on edu- 
cating people into the Kingdom of God, and place 
our emphasis on the social aspects of the Gospel, 
at the expense of the absolute need for repentance 
of the individual sinner from sin and his faith in 
the shed blood of the Lamb of God. 


We go further. We place more importance on 
numbers than we do in what people believe. We 
adopt human methods for doing God’s work, or 
methods right in themselves but leaving out of 
account the fact that such work can only be done 
in and by the power of the Holy Spirit. 


We see the ineffectiveness of much Protestant 
effort and instead of sitting down to evaluate the 
underlying cause we become more frantic in 
searching for new schemes and methods and com- 
mittees and commissions. 


We speak of the “scandal of denominations” but 
turn away from many of the great evangelical 
interdenominational movements today. That these 
movements center their faith in the plenary in- 
spiration of the Scriptures and that God has and 
is so signally blessing their efforts still does not 
permit us to be liberal in our attitude to them— 
just the opposite prevails. 


Yes, denial of the full inspiration of the Word 
produces a liberalism which is not liberal and an 
energy which is not effective. 


This JOURNAL has taken its stand that when 
a man or woman sits down to read the Bible he can 
have the assurance in his heart that God has 
given him a true Book, one on which he can 
absolutely rely. Human wisdom being human, not 
divine, man will naturally find difficulties and, at 
times, seeming contradictions. But, time and 
eternity will prove that the one who believes the 
Book will find that he has been wise unto salvation, 
More than that, he will find that in his hand 
it is truly the “Sword of the Spirit,” the one offen- 
sive weapon God has given us to put to flight the 
evil one. 


Believing this position vital to the very life of 
the Church itself, this JOURNAL will, by God’s 
grace and help, continue so to witness. 

“= Shall So Certify.” —L.N.B, 
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One Significant 
Omission 


Our Southern Church, recognizing the rising 
tide of doctrinal laxity and indifference, some 
years ago, added the following paragraph to the 
Confession of Faith, following the questions on 
faith in the Scriptures and adherence to the Stand- 
ards of the Church— 


“‘And do you further promise that if at any time 
you find yourself out of accord with any of the 
fundamentals of this system of doctrine, you will 
on your own initiative make known to your Pres- 
bytery (or session in the case of a ruling elder 
or deacon) the change which has taken place in 
your views since the assumption of this ordination 
vow?” 


In the proposed Plan For Reunion this para- 
graph is omitted. 


Dr. Ogden states, “In the Plan for Reunion this 
addition is not made to the historic ordination 
vow of the Presbyterian Church. It is proposed 
that in the reunited Church the vow stand as it 
has throughout the centuries; the vow that was 
taken by Thornwell, Palmer, Dabney, Hodge, 
Stuart Robinson and al] of our Southern ministers, 
ruling elders and deacons until a few years ago.” 


Dr. Ogden does not state that the reason for 
omission of this paragraph was the flat refusal 
of the Northern members of the Committee on 
Co-operation and Union to agree to its inclusion. 
In this refusal there is shed much light on the di- 
vergence in attitude to doctrine between the two 
Churches. 


The inclusion, by Dr. Ogden of a long, list of 
our theological stalwarts of past generations, 
rather than justify the omission of this paragraph, 
emphasizes even more urgently the fact that when 
these men blessed our Church with their presence, 
doctrinal loyalty and intellectual honesty were 
taken as a matter of course, and defections from 
the faith were rare. How we wish our Church 
courts might be privileged to hear these men to- 
day, teaching again the foundation fact that while 
the application and methods of Christian work 
may change with time, the essential doctrines of 
the Christian faith are ever the same and are not 
subject to the vagaries of human wisdom nor the 
“interpretation” of men who reject their obvious 
meaning. 


The significance of the refusal] of the Northern 
members of the Committee on Co-operation and 
Union to agree to this obviously necessary and 
honest paragraph is overwhelming. There are so 
many ministers in the Northern Church who no 
longer adhere to the historical interpretation of 
their ordination vows that insistence on such a 
historical interpretation is a barrier they refuse to 
cross. 


In other words, while they desire union they in- 
sist that it shall be consummated on a basis of 
potential laxity of doctrinal interpretation. 


Nowhere are the dangers of union more clearly 
shown than in this significant omission. —L.N.B. 
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Wreckless Driving 


It appears that the only sure way to avoid high. 
way mishaps is to keep the car in the garage 
But journeying through the country in one’s own 
vehicle is a very pleasant and profitable thing 
with promise also of economical travel. Further 
people are not likely to stay at home simply 
because of the dangers involved in sallying forth 
with the family auto. 


Speed seems to be the underlying cause of most 
casualties for cars. Yet speed is a relative matter, 
It has been argued that fast driving is the safest 
driving. One man says that driving at the limit 
allowed by state law is dangerous; another arbi. 
trarily sets the safe rate of travel at a much lower 
figure. Slower speed does lessen hazard ordinarily, 
but much damage can be done when mechanism 
proves faulty, or collisions take place, even at 
reduced speeds. The menace of immoderate mo- 
mentum may easily be obviated by spaced bunkers 
or by installation of dips at hundred yard distances 
along highways: not many votes would be cast for 
such measures. Again, a moderate speed limit 
seems impossible of enforcement by law. Too few 
patrol-men, too smooth sailing in a high-powered 
sedan, too great haste in getting to a destination, 
too tempting a thrill in slithering along through 
the landscape,—these all present imponderable, 
insuperables, Humanity easily becomes callous. 
The driver feels invulnerable; it can’t happen to 
his car, to his family. Nonetheless it is an old 
law and undeviating that two bodies cannot occupy 
the same place at the same time. And the law is 
no respecter of persons. So, wrecks and losses do 
take place. 


_ Partial compensation, with salve to pride, and 
satisfaction to pocket-book, is insurance. Here 
again there ought to be a law: No driver should 
be allowed on the public travel system without 
sufficient insurance to cover his errors and 
compensate for damage inflicted on others. It is 
most encouraging to note that North Carolina 
has recently adopted such a law. And the Com- 
monwealth of Virginia requires that a driver 
either have insurance or show himself financially 
responsible to cover any losses to others wherein 
he is at fault. Also it demands authorized inspec- 
tion of every motor vehicle and correction of all 
defects as prerequisite to its use, Every state in 
- union would do well to adopt something like 
these. 


However none will suppose that even all this 
will eliminate automobile hazards and guarantee 
against wreckless driving; for we still have dan- 
gerous roads (hills, curves, sand), inclement wea- 
ther (rain, ice, snow), insects, drowsiness, gal 
rulity, forgetfulness, ill-temper, the sporting In 
stinct, and so on. A very great help even on the 
part of those who themselves keep their cars 
complete control and are temperate as to speed, is 
education, experience, conscience, caution and care 
regarding the person behind the wheel. And of 
course, non-bibulous driving! 


Doctor Edward T. Newell, of Chattanooga, whose 
sanitarium has “cared for ten thousand cases 0 
car causualties,” advocates the surest method to 
teach safe driving, that every applicant for 8 
driver’s license be required to sojourn two weeks 
in a hospital to see the results of auto calamities 
as they are sirened in by ambulances. Dr. Edwar 
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Grant of our own Committee of Education and 
Publication says that the best place to have an 
accident is at Chattanooga, Tennessee. Only one 
who has experienced just that can understand 
what is meant. From the moment that the morning 

rs of July 4th were delivered, to departure 
after ten days of the most courteous and expert 
care by doctors, nurses and attendants of the 
Newell Sanitorium, the thoughtfulness, attentive- 
ness and liberality expressed by the Presbyterisn 
Good Samaritans of Chatanooga, stirred profound 
thanks to God and brought tears to the eyes of the 
beneficiaries. Surely the half was not told about 
such folk! 


On account of the wreck, a vacation trip lost 
much of its pleasure; but untapped and hitherto 
undreamed of springs of refreshment were opened, 
with a demonstration of the marvellous providence 
of God and a surer sense of His abounding grace 
and purpose for human life, At home or on the 
road, the only safe-conduct is God. He is our 
refuge and strength. And if the Providence of the 
Lord and the fortunes of the highways do not admit 
of wholly wreckless driving, at least the human 
factor should use all measures and means for 
advoiding mishaps. Faith and prayer top the list. 
Yet even the Christian has no guarantee of im- 
munity to the ills of this life. If one has not com- 
mitted his cause and his all to the Lord before- 
hand, it is too late when a truck loaded with 
Georgia watermelons suddenly swerves over the 
center line for head-on collision! 


As all drivers seek to be less reckless, most 
driving will be more wreckless. A Calvinist has 
further occasion to reflect on the Sovereignty of 


God. —R.F.G 


An Unfortunate Start 


In the months which are to come the Presby- 
ferries in our Church will be called upon to vote 
pro or con on the question of our continued mem- 
bership in the Federal Council. 


It will be unfortunate in the extreme if the 


differences in viewpoint result in acrimony and 
name-calling, 


In its leading editorial in the July 28th issue 
The Presbyterian Outlook castigates Congaree 


Presbytery for having voted to withdraw from the 
Federal Council. 


Neither Congaree Presbytery or those other 
Presbyteries which will undoubtedly vote the same 
way will appreciate The Outlook’s classification of 
their position as “Russia” among the churches. 


Russia refuses to co-operate with the other na- 

tions because of her own evil design on the entire 

world Christian men in our Presbyteries who vote 

ie leave the Council will do so because they be- 
leve the Council initiates and promotes many 

— inimicable to the best interests of the 
urch of Jesus Christ. 


' v4 liken the position of these Christian brethren 
ful at of Russia will cause many to more care- 
‘y examine the liberalism of some of those who 


delight in being “liberal.” 


a... only so—the questions posed by The Outlook 
time tsWerable have already been answered many 


es, 


Not all chaplains agree as to the supposed! 
vital role played by the Federal Council. ‘Gus - 
chaplain frankly stated to his Presbytery that the 
Federal Council had not helped him one bit in his 
work in Europe, although specifically asked for 
assistance in one instance. He further stated that 
Dr. Pugh’s much publicized visit actually helped 
the Catholics more than the Protestants. 


The further statement that our young people 
will look with disfavor on our withdrawal from the 
Federal Council needs examination. 


Those young people who have come under the 
persistent propaganda for an “ecumenical refor- 
mation” will, many of them at least, follow this 
line. But, those who have had the opportunity to 
hear both sides of the issues involved are very far 
from unanimous in their stand and the only right 
solution is the one derived at after all factors 
have been considered. 


During the next year we will all be wise to con- 
fine our discussions to the issues involved and to 
refrain from reflections both on the intelligence 
and character of the men and Presbyteries which 
vote contrary to our judgment in the matter. 


— 
. De 


Is The Walnut Street 
Decision The Presbyterian 


Doctrine Of Church 
Property? 
By Rev. William C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur . Georgia 


At the time of the separation of the Synod 
of Kentucky from the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
the Supreme Court of the United States held that 
the Walnut Street Church in Louisville, Kentucky 
belonged to that group which the highest court of 
the Presbyterian Church, the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, USA, recognized as 
the rightful holders. Thus, the Walnut Street 
Church went to a little handful of its members, 
while the great congregation was dispossed of its 
property. The same principle that the higher 
courts hold the property was enforced at the time 
of the Cumberland Union of 1906 and has come 
to be called by many “the Presbyterian doctrine 
of Church property.” Any other view is often 
stigmatized as Congregational. In view of the 
action of the Supreme Court and of many later de- 
cisions which have followed the precedent of the 
Supreme Court, this may be the position that sun- 
dry courts in our land will recognize and enforce. 
Thus it may be called the American Doctrine— 
though even the Supreme Court has been known 
to reverse itself—but that would not necessarily 
make it the Presbyterian doctrine. 


We hesitate to call the Walnut Street Decision 
the Presbyterian doctrine for three reasons: 


I. This view as carried out in the Cumberland 
Church was not always either equitable or gen- 
erous or Christlike and Presbyterians should strive 
to be both just and kind and Christlike. I have be- 
fore me a letter telling how the ‘Presbyterian 
Church USA took all of the Cumberland property 














in Scott County, Mississippi, even though the USA 
Church did not have a single member in that 
county, The USA Church consequently did not and 
could not use the congregational structures and 
simply padlocked the church to prevent the people 
who built it from using it. Was this equitable to 
the dispossessed Cumberland Presbyterians? Was 
it fair to the community? Every Tight thinking 
community contributes to the building of a house 
of God that Divine worship may bless the com- 
munity. Was such a policy honoring to the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church? 
A Church is built primarily to worship God and 
to preach Christ. Whenever one group, In a di- 
vision, gets a church building it does not use for 
worship, it ought to give it to the other group for 
such use. 


Il. Is the Walnut Street Decision of universal 
validity in the United States? The Synod of Ken- 
tucky which left the USA Church, as well as the 
Synod of Missouri, certainly rejected the Walnut 
Street decision. And when we received the Synod 
of Kentucky into our Southern General Assembly 
we assured them that we held with them against 
the Walnut Street Decision, Indeed, we permitted 
them to write their (Kentucky) principles of 
Church property into our Minutes of 1867. Cer- 
tainly, our Assembly on 1867 did not accept the 
Walnut Street Decision. 


When the Presbyterian Church USA deposed 
certain professors from Union Theological Semi- 
nary (N.Y.) for heresy that institution left the 
USA Church and became independent so that 
they might continue to use these heretical] pro- 
fessors. Now the USA Church did not sue in the 
U. S. Supreme Court for the property of Union 
Seminary given to it as a Presbyterian institution. 
Apparently, the USA Church did not regard the 
Walnut Street Decision as the Presbyterian Doc- 
trine of Church property for Union Seminary. 
More recently Auburn left the USA Assembly and 
moved down to Union (N.Y.). The USA Church 
sued for this property in the state courts of New 
York, but did not appeal to the U. S. Supreme 
Court in which they could have secured the prop- 
erty under the Walnut Street Decision. Apparently 
the USA Church did not regard the Walnut 
Street Decision as the law of Presbyterian Prop- 
erty in the case of Auburn Seminary. Auburn 
Seminary (Presbyterian) income is being used to 
provide scholarships in Union (N. Y.) Seminary, a 
non-Presbyterian institution, 

















































When the Reformed and Evangelical Churches 
merged to form the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church they recognized two different doctrines 
of church property. The Reformed Churches have 
the doctrine that the property is held by the pres- 
byteries and synods, the Evangelical Churches 
that they are held by the congregations. In At- 
lanta the old Evangelical Church united in this 
merger and then tired of the idea of mergers 
and even greater mergers and left the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church with its property so that 
it is now the St. John’s Lutheran Church—a mem- 
ber of the United Lutheran Church. The Evangeli- 
cal and Reformed Church is a member of the Alli- 
ance of the Churches of the World holding the 
Presbyterian and Reformed Faith. 


























III, Is the Walnut Street Decision valid in Pres- 
byterian Churches outside of the United States? 
After al] there are bodies beyond our national 
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boundaries just as Presbyterian as those withip 
our boundaries. In Canada there was a union of 
the Presbyterian, the Methodist and the Co 
gationalists Churches. In this merger every Pry 
byterian congregation was permitted to vote as 
whether or not it wished to join the merger an 
each congregation decided for itself by a bare my. 
jority vote. If 51% of the voters voted to 
out of the merger they stayed out and held their 
property. The property went with the majority of 
the congregation, not as with the Walnut Stree 
Decision with the higher courts, 


Near the beginning of this century there was, 
merger of the Free and the United Churches of 
Scotland. The conservative Highlanders fought the 
union in the courts of Britain. And the highes 
court of Britain held that this small body of Fre 
Church Highlanders was the true heritor of th 
disruption led by Chalmers and _ consequently 
legally entitled to all the Free Church property, At 
this stage, the British Parliament, intervened ani 
appointed a commission to divide the 
equitably. The continuing Free Church with th 
legal title was given those churches and manses 
where they had congregations while the rest of the 
property was given to the United Free Church, hh 
1929 the United Free Church merged with the 
Church of Scotland. About 150 United Free co 
gations continued the United Free Church and in 
many cases were allowed by the Scottish courts to 
hold their property. And perhaps, Scotland is as 
Presbyterian as are those who say that the Walnit 
Street decision is the (only) Presbyterian doctrine 
of Church property. 


_ The Head and King of the Presbyterian Church 
is neither the General Assembly nor the Supreme 
Court of the United States, but our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. If union and division come 
every Presbyterian shall give account to Christ of 
his views and acts in reference to Church prop 
erty. May we then formulate our doctrine on 
this subject as in His Presence. 





Some Things Further To 
Consider About Re-union 
By Rev. J. David Simpson 


Newton, Miss. 


The Northern Presbyterian Church has a record 
of being strong on the ,‘receiving” of church 
members from our Presbyterian Branch, but nt 
so impressive in the “giving” of her church mem- 
bers to us. An over-zealousness has been nd 
about the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., following 
up only a handful of her members into Southem 
Presbyterian spheres of greater influence, and att 
ually encouraging her members not to come 
the Southern Presbyterian Church, but to hold out 
for a possible organization of a _ Presbyterial 
Church, U.S.A., some day. One such community, 
to my knowledge, had a paid Northern Presbyte 
rian worker, to seek to hold out of the Southem 
Presbyterian Church, a very few Northern Pres 
terian members who could have, and would 
had they had their choice, meant much to & 
but growing Southern Presbyterian Church in 
community, After so long a time, these Norther 
Presbyterian members saw the hopelessness 
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i ition and broke away and joined the 
Gethern Presbyterian Church. 


The point is, if the Northern Presbyterian 
Church is so anxious to unite with us, in order 
that “one-ness of purpose in Christ might be es- 
tablished,” then, why have they not shown more 
of that “one-ness of purpose in Christ” in urging 
many of their widely scattered church members in 
Southern Presbyterian Territory to come into 
Southern Presbyterian Churches, just as we have 
done when many of our Southern Presbyterian 
members go North or into areas where the Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Church is very strong. The 
point is plain—why can we not have “Christian 
Unity” without having necessarily “organic union” 
between the two Churches? 

Everything that I have written thus far, points 
toa growing fear that is being concealed by the 
Northern Presbyterian Church, but which I have 
sensed of late—namely, the South bids fair to be- 
come a great industrial empire in the years not 
too far distant, and the shifting of much of the 


population in the East and North southward will . 
of necessity bring many Northern Presbyterians | 


and members of other Northern Churches into the 
South. Where these members are widely scattered, 


they will almost invariably come into Southern 


Churches. The Northern Presbyterian Church seeks 
our liquidation and absorption into their Church 
before this happens. Then there will not be any 
Southern Presbyterian Church to receive them, for 
our Southern Churches, so they hope by that time, 
will for the most part be only U.S.A. Churches re- 
ceiving the transferred U.S.A. members from the 
other sections of our nation. By swallowing and 
absorbing the Southern Presbyterian Church into 
the Northern fold, great expenditures of mission 
money in the South will be saved, as the South 


wil not only have its accustomed load to carry, / 


but will have saddled off on it many half-dissolved, 
depleted, and broken-down Northern Presbyterian 
Churches and Missions in the South. Yes, by that 
time, so they hope, all of our new members by con- 
fession of faith will be brought, not into the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, but into the great 
reunited Northern and Southern Presbyterian 
Church. The same thing for members received into 
our Churches by certificate. Then truly the Nor- 
thern Presbyterian constituency will shout from 
the house-tops that we are one. This is too ridicu- 
lous to be laughable, and are we so gullible as to 
swallow it down, hook, line, and sinker? 
— 22 —_—_— 


The Lord’s Supper And The Roman Mass 
The radical difference between the Lord’s sup- 
per and the Roman mass is described as follows by 
the Heidelberg Catechism: “The Lord’s supper 
testifies to us, that we have a full pardon of all 
sin by the only sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which 
He Himself has once accomplished on the cross; 
and that we by the Holy Ghost, are ingrafted into 
Christ, who, according to His human nature, is 
how not on earth, but in heaven, at the right 
hand of God His Father, and will there be wor- 
upped by us: but the mass teacheth, that the 
living and dead have not the pardon of sins through 
Heuctings of Christ, unless Christ is also daily 
eieted for them by the priests; and further, that 
is bodily under the form of bread and wine, 
that ipped in them; so 
~ the mass at bottom is nothing else than a 
nial of the one sacrifice and sufferings of Jesus 

, and an accursed idolatry.” 
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Here’s a feature of our Annuity Gift Plan 
that appeals to many people: 









































You can make a gift to Foreign Missions in any 
amount from $100.00 up, receive a liberal income 
for life on the money you give away, and, in 
addition, specify that at your death this same in- 
come shall be continued in regular payments to 
another designated person as long as he or she 
may live. 


Note, too, the double advantage in all Annuity 
Gifts to Foreign Missions: First, the giver has the 
spiritual satisfaction of making a substantial do- 
nation to God’s work. Secondly, the giver arranges 
for himself or for someone else a guaranteed, defi- 
nite worry-free annuity. 


Other incidental advantages also are obtain- 
able in utilizing this two-way plan of giving 
and receiving. These advantages are set forth 
in detail in two booklets which we will be glad 
to send free on request: “Your Money Does 
Double Duty” and “A Guaranteed Lifetime 
Investment With Mutual Benefits For Yourself 
And Others.” Write for these free booklets 
today. 


CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
ForEIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 


Tue UNITED STATES 


P. ©. Box 330 Nashville (1) Tenn. 
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A Lawyer’s Conversion 


By Rev. Robert Hill, D.D. 
Tyler . Texas 


One day at the beginning my pastorate in 
Tyler, one of the officers of the church called my 
attention to a lawyer in the community, a brilliant 
man and cultured gentleman, but who was unfor- 
tunately a drunkard. My friend said to me: “The 
people of this community think so highly of Mr. 
Smith (that is not his name) that they would give 
him any office in their power if only he would let 
drink alone;’ and, he continued, “if you could 
win this man for the Lord, though you never did 
anything else here, that single act would justify 
your coming.” From subsequent conversations I 
learned much about this lawyer, and learned too, 
my friend was in deadly earnest about the sal- 
vation of his soul, and the winning of his great 
powers to the service of the state. 


I determined, after much prayer and thought, 
to try to get acquainted with the man who was so 
much thought of by his friends and neighbors. 
My first visit to his office was a failure, he was 
too drunk to talk intelligently; and yet his gentle- 
manly breeding was evident, as well as he could 
he got to his feet and sought to place a chair for 
me by his desk, I soon departed determined to 
try again, for drunk as he was he impressed me 
as a man of more than ordinary parts, a man well 
worth saving. 


Several visits followed, during which I interest- 
ed myself particularly in seeking points of contact 
upon which I might later find a way of approach 
to the matter in which I had by this time become 
very greatly concerned. During all this time I was 
praying that God would enable me to do some- 
thing for a man who had confessed to me his de- 
sire for a different life, and at the same time his 
inability to get loose from his enemy. At length 
the day came when I felt I might speak frankly 
and tender to him whatever help lay in my power. 
He had said that he would be willing to do almost 
anything that would break the hold of alcohol upon 
him. He had taken this cure, and that cure, and 
tried this, and that, and the other, that friends 
had suggested but all was of no avail. His ap- 
pearance was most touching as he made this con- 
fession. My heart was moved for him. I sent up a 
silent prayer for Divine guidance, and said to him: 
“Mr. Smith, you have not exhausted all the possible 
remedies, there is one more, the best of all, I 
wonder if you would be willing to try it.” He re- 
plied he would be willing to try anything that 
promised liberty. Then I told Him of Christ’s 
power to save to the uttermost, and begged him 
to yield himself to the Saviour who had never 
turned a deaf ear to an honest plea. We closed 
the office door and went down upon our knees 
to God for help. I prayed for him, then told him 
to pray for himself, which he did most touchingly. 
We arose, he held out his hand and said, “Hence- 
forth I will serve the Lord.” 


A couple of days later I went to his office think- 
ing he might need some encouragement. He was 
perfectly sober and had a strange look on his face. 
When I was seated at his desk, he reached down 
to the bottom drawer and drew out a flask fuil 
of whiskey, and looking me in the eye said, “Do 
you see that?” I hardly knew what to answer; 
I did not know whether he meant to show me 


that in spite of everything he had determine ,, 
go on as he had been doing, so I could only gy. 
“Yes, I see that.” “Then,” said he watch me, | 
watched as he unscrewed the metal top of th 
flask, and going over to the lavatory poured th 
contents into the sink, and turning to me with, 
look most impressive he said, “I will never drink 
again, Jesus has won the battle,” and he neve 
did drink again, 


Some days later, I visited him again and foun 
him walking up and down the office in a mo 
nervous and somewhat irritable state. As I entery 
he said “you owe me something, you have taken 
away that upon which I have leaned for yer 
and have given nothing in its place.” I said, “Tha 
is what I have come to talk to you about,” 4 
have a job for you.” “What is it? he asked, I said 
“You are in the habit of talking to juries, anj 
you talk to advantage, I want you to do two thing 
you have never done. This is prayer meeting night, 
I want you to come to prayer meeting and I a 
going to call on you to lead in prayer, that this 
community may see your transformation and thst 
you may gain strength.” He said, “I will do it” 
and he did. Some little time later, I called upn 
him again, and asked him did he want some mor 
work to do, He replied in the affirmative. He wa 
willing to try whatever I asked him to do, | 
said I want you to teach a Sunday School clas 
“‘What kind of a class?” he asked, I replied, what 
ever kind of class he wanted, for I wanted him 
to get his own class. By this time the change tha 
had come over him was public talk and I knw 
he would have no trouble securing a class. 


He united with the church, took over his clas, 
attended mid-week services and took part in them 
as long as he lived. He lived only a few month 
after his conversion. The years he had wasted with 
alcohol had so depleted his powers that he fel 
easy victim to a disease that laid hold on him 
He passed away rejoicing in the Lord. He wanted 
to live longer that he might give further proof 
of the saving and keeping power of his Lord, But 
his work was done. His funeral was attended bys 
large company of people to whom his conversil 
and after life of service was a nine days wonder 
mi. 
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Meet Yourself In The Bible. By Roy L. Laurin 
Published by The Van Kampen Press, 542 S. Dear 
born St., Chicago 5, Ill. Price $2.50. Thirty pa 
sketches on Bible characters who were conqueril 
of such situations as fear, doubt, pride, jealos, 
etc. A portrayal of real experiences lived by flesh 
and blood characters showing that the Bibl 
presents the answers to our personal problems 
not only in lofty principles, but also in the & 
periences of the men and women who make up its 
cast of characters. 
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Vernon Howard. Published by The Van Kampe 
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Hindrances To Personal 
Evangelism 


By Rev. Preston Orr Sartelle 
Drapers Valley,Va. 


Thruout our church is a thrilling awakening to 
the apostolic and early church method and use of 
personal evangelism. God always rewards true 
evangelistic efforts of the church; so, we have 
seen a substantial increase in the number of 
persons received into the church on confession of 
faith. But when we think in terms of the multitudes 
of unreached we are still only making a scratch on 
the surface. How many Christians still need to get 
a vision of what it means to lead a soul to Jesus 
Christ, 


The Devil doesn’t want to have you experience 
this indescribable joy, and he is going to do 
everything to keep you from it. In fact, he has al- 
ready filled you with excuses that seem to prove 
that you cannot lead men to Jesus Christ. These 
excuses are not only a hinderance to your chris- 
tian growth, but they stand as a hinderance to the 
progress of evangelism in the entire church of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, 


I want you to take an honest look at several of 
these hinderances with me, weigh them and make 
an effort to push them aside for your own blessing, 
for the sake of a precious lost soul that you know, 
and for the glory of Our Lord Jesus Christ and 
His Church. 


Our spirit of presumption is the foremost aid 
to the devil in holding back a great soul winning 
campaign of evangelism. If the impostor can make 
us presume that certain things are so when they are 
not, he has us defeated without a fight. We have 
away about us of presuming that people are 
saved when they are not, be they inside the church 
or outside. I have observed instances of this even 
in the ministry of outstanding evangelists. I have 
been guilty. Several years ago I was in a com- 
munity holding an evangelistic campaign. A fine 
looking young man came to the services each 
evening. I asked about him. The pastor told me 
that the boy was saved and a member of the 
church. As things turned out this was sheer pre- 
sumption on his part arising from the fact that 
the young man was from a good family. I entered 
into the presumption taking the pastor’s word for 
it without talking to the boy myself. Two weeks 
after our meeting this lad received the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his Savior in a meeting in another church 
and united with that church. 


One of the biggest surprises I ever had in the 
ministry came after a church officers’ meeting 
one evening. One of the officers who was raised in 
4 splendid Christian home lingered after the group 
adjourned. His father had been an_ excellent 
evangelistic missionary and pastor; he, himself was 
4 business man whose character was beyond re- 
Proach. In a faltering but frank way while looking 
at the floor and fumbling his hat, he said, “Mr. 

lie, I’m not a Christian. I’m not saved.” Well, 
that night he was saved, and there was a difference 
ard, A friend of mine told me previously 
of having this same experience when an elder and 
8 wife came forward at a Sunday Evening invita- 


tion. He thought they misunderstood his invitation. 
They knew what he meant, and had decided the 
previous Sunday after a clear gospel message that 
they had never really trusted Jesus Christ for 
their salvation. They had knelt in their front room 
and together received Him. They had come to 
confess it. Since my experience with the officer 
of my church, I have tried not to allow myself 
to presume any man a Christian until I have reason 
from his own life and lips that he is. 


Just recently a beautiful young woman raised 
her hand in a meeting I was conducting indicating 
that she wanted to receive Jesus Christ as her 
Saviour, but at the invitation to confess Jesus 
Christ she sat still. I spoke to her after the service. 
She didn’t have much to say. The next day a 
strange thing happened. The mother of the young 
lady sent me word thru the girl herself that her 
daughter was a Christian, and had been a member 
of the church for some years. I said to the girl, 
“you raised your hand as receiving Jesus Christ 
as your Savior, what did you mean?” There was 
no answer. I said nothing more but looked to the 
Holy Spirit to do His promised work. Four evenings 
later at the invitation she came to the front of the 
church crying, and said that she had not been a 
Christian and that she really had received Jesus 
Christ the night she raised her hand. 


But we are bothered with a still more damaging 
presumption. We assume that people know the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, that salvation is by faith 
in the redemption that is thru the shed blood of 
Jesus Christ. Once I invited several preachers to 
fill my pulpit on successive evenings, They were 
asked to bring a clear gospel message as there 
would be lost souls in the congregation that I had 
been desiring to reach. They preached able ser- 
mons, and their messages were wonderful for 
those who were already Christians. They preached 
about how good the gospel is, how beautiful it is, 
how great it is, how powerful it is, and how in- 
comparable it is but not a one of the speakers ever 
once made the way of salvation clear by a plain 
and complete statement of the Gospel. 


Men do not understand the Gospel. A few un- 
saved may be able to repeat it, but a very few, and 
they do not understand it. “There is none that 
understandeth.” Romans 3:11. In my own personal 
and pulpit evangelism the coming to realize this 
about eleven years ago did more to increase the 
number of souls brought to Jesus Christ thru my 
ministry than any other thing excepting prayer. 
Before that time my conversation ran: like this: 
“Are you a Christian?” “No.” “Do you understand 
how to be saved?” “Yes” So, presuming that he 
did, I went on to urge him to believe. Then I came 
to realize the meaning of Romans 3:11 as it fits 
with Romans 8:7 and I Cor. 2:14. About that time 
a missionary from Africa held an evangelistic ser- 
vice for me. He was a real soul-winner. He con- 
tinuously insisted: “Don’t tell men to believe, but 
give them something to believe.” 
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This thing is revolutionizing if you carry it 
into the entire evangelistic service. My own in- 
ductive discovery was that half or more of those 
who came forward in a meeting at the evangelistic 
invitation did not understand the Gospel even 
though a very clear presentation of the way of 
salvation was given. What a need for personal 
dealing with the individual. (I do not have space 
for discussion here, but this fact is no argument 
against pulpit evangelism.) I always speak at 
length with each person that makes a confession 
of faith when I have given an invitation from the 
pulpit, testing and retesting to see if they under- 
stand and if faith is a reality to them. Incidentally, 
I think that the best tests are those of assurance 
and prayer, Assurance is an immediate outgrowth 
of faith in the Grace of God if properly presented, 
and if it is lacking then you may question whether 
the Gospel is understood or whether there is 
actually the presence of faith in the person. Then 
you start over again. It takes patience, clear think- 
ing, a discerning heart, love, your faith, conscious 
reliance on the Holy Spirit, and the firmness of 
a marine colonel, But it pays in spiritual dividends. 
Many times after a person has prayed or refused 
to pray and thank God for what He did you see 
that he does not get the idea of salvation by faith 
and with a new angle you go over the Gospel 
again, and suddenly the truth dawns. What a 
different prayer then, and willingness to pray. 
After a funeral service one day the Lord led me 
to speak to the son-in-law of the deceased. I tried 
to tell the Lord that I didn’t have time. He won 
the argument and I started. The man was a 
stranger to me, but he was immediately interested 
in talking about himself and how he could be 
saved. It took about ten minutes. His eyes were 
opened. He turned and said, “I will receive Jesus 
Christ as my Savior.” I asked him to pray and 
thank God for saving him. He prayed, “Father, I 
thank you that you put it in my heart to trust 
you this afternoon. I thank you for saving me, 
and for Christ dying for me. Thank you for this 
man who showed me the way. Amen.” Who told 
him that God put it in his heart? How wonderfully 
the Holy Spirit shows His work in the heart of a 
man if you will look for it and listen to hear it. 
But let’s leave off presuming that people know the 
Gospel. Suppose Philip had presumed that the 
Ethiopian knew the Gospel because he was reading 
the Scripture. Nicodemus wanted to talk about 
heaven but that was no ground to presume that he 
was all right or that he knew how to be saved. 


_ If you presume that a man is saved because he 
is a church member he is a good mora] man, or 
if you presume that he understands the Gospel 
because he hears it once a week, you may miss 
leading that man to Jesus Christ; and do not be 
surprised when another servant of Christ brings 
the man to salvation. Suppose Phillip had pre- 
sumed that Nathaniel had no need of Christ be- 
cause Nathaniel was a man in whom was no guile. 
Suppose that he had assumed that Nathanie] knew 
as much about the Master as he himself did. It 
is ours to presume nothing, but to buy up op- 
portunities of evangelism for Jesus Christ. 


The next great and ugly barrier to zeal, fervor, 
and enthusiasm in any dynamic effort that pertains 
to evangelism is the black ghost of fear. Satan 
creates fear like a phantom to creep over the soul 
of the saint that it may scare out of him all of 
the activity of living and energetic evangelism. 
This subtle device of the Dragon wrought in the 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Aug. 15, 1947 


minds of Christian people is a gleeful delight t 
his daily musing and accusing. “Ah, sons of Go4 
—afraid. Humph! Sons of God?” Fear and sy. 
cessful evangelism do not ride in the same chariot, 
A high school girl that I led to Jesus Christ in my 
West Virginia ministry is now on the mission field 
doing a grand work. While she was in school she 
wrote to me of an experience she was undergoing, 
With another young lady she was to have a part 
in an evangelistic work. Their part was that of 
personal evangelism. In writing to me she expressed 
the fear that seemed to grip her. She overcame, 
If you serve Jesus Christ you cannot tolerate fear, 
Remember Gideon! His first step in preparing his 
army to deliver Israe] was to obey the written and 
spoken word of God and tell all that were afraid to 
go home. 


What is the reason for fear? Is not God Almighty 
with us? “The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my 
life; of whom shall I be afraid? Ps. 27:1. As in 
all other cases, when it is analysed, for the most 
part fear in reference to evangelism is a shadow 
without an object, a dog without teeth, a dead 
snake coiled in the path. 


But you say, “I really am afraid.” Afraid of 
what? Yes, you are, and what is the fear that 
holds you back? The reason of your fear: 1. You 
are afraid of what people will think and say of 
you. 2. You are afraid of failure. 


There is in your mind a fear of embarassment, 
of ridicule, of being laughed at, and of being 
called a fanatic. In the dark realm of satanic 
influence a Christian school boy is afraid of re 
called a sissy, a Christian woman is afraid 0 
losing her social] standing, and a Christian man is 
afraid of hurting his business, Maybe so, but what 
did Christ suffer for you? God’s Word says, “Yea, 
and all that will live Godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution.” II Tim, 3:12. For unto you it 
is given in behalf of Christ, not only to believe on 
Him, but also to suffer for his sake. Phil, 1:29. 
You see, the real reason is that you are not willing 
to suffer for and with Christ. It is your cross. 
Jesus said, “And he that taketh not his cross, and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that 
findeth his life shall lose it; and he that loseth his 
life for my sake shall find it.” Matt. 10:38-39. 
But the sufferings of this present time are nd 
worthy to be compared to the glory that shall be 
revealed in us because if we suffer with Him we 
shall be glorified together with Him. Paul might 
have had a little fear in standing before Felix, but 
if he did, he overcame that fear and stood solid 
for Jesus Christ. See Paul there with the Lord 
Jesus in the present glory; he isn’t sorry that he 
kicked the dead snake out of the path and went 
on to greater glory. 


I used to go in for amateur boxing. Almost 
every time I went into the ring I was a bit. 
but when the bell rang I laid the fear aside and 
started hitting and getting hit. Then I became 8 
fixed in concentration of strategy and force to wil 
the fight that I not only forgot all about being 
afraid, but I became almost unconscious of any- 
body watching or yelling from the ringside. It 
exactly this way in personally talking with me 
about Jesus Christ and their salvation. Get 
and you get so interested in getting your man # 
receive Jesus Christ that you forget all about 
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having been afraid. It was so, also, in the hottest 
fighting in the Pacific with the fourth marine 
division, When I was actively engaged in helping in 
the attack or assisting the wounded, I became not 
only unconscious of any fear, but also almost 
forgot the danger at hand. Sometime ago I was 
reading the sport page of the newspaper and 
noticed that one of the outstanding pro-football 
stars said that keeping super-active in the game 
kept him from getting hurt. It’s true on the foot- 
ball field, it’s true in the boxing ring, it’s true on 
the battle field, and it’s true in the Christian life 
as it relates to evangelism. The one who really 
needs to be afraid is the Christian who refuses to 
have a part in personal evangelism. 


Are you afraid of failure? Are you an un- 
believer? The God-Man that told you to evangelize 
said that all power was in His hands in heaven and 
earth, and He has promised to be with you. Jesus 
never fails). He was with the fishermen of Galilee 
and they succeeded. He will be with you, and 
though all do not receive Jesus Christ, you will 
succeed. Being led of the Holy Spirit to go see an 
old man some years ago, I said, “Lord I have 
talked to this man time and time again.” But the 
Spirit of the Lord urged me on and I went. When 
| arrived at his house the situation was perfect. He 
was alone in his front yard. I pulled up a chair and 
said a word about the weather. I looked momentari- 
ly to the Father in prayer asking for the exact 
words to say for I had given this man the Gospel 
many times. The Lord gave me the words that 
struck right to the fellow’s self righteous heart. 
They were, “Mr. Lewis, when are you going to 
stop living the wa'y you are living, and have been 
living, and turn to Jesus Christ to save you.” I 
never used that approach before, and only once 
since. He was a hard man, but he broke into tears, 
and as he cried told me that he knew that he was 
on his way to hell, and that he wanted to be saved. 
Then, again, I presented the Gospel to him using 
my Bible, He received Jesus Christ as his saviour. 
He got on his knees with me and thanked God for 
saving him. Two weeks after that I received him 
into the church and baptized him. Don’t be afraid 
of being tackled. Get the ball and start running. 
You will learn by your mistakes. The Lord knows 
how to run interference for you. Timidity is worse 
than failure. But you will not fail for Christ will 
help you and your work will be a savor of life unto 
life to them who receive Him, but a testimony of 
death unto death in judgement to those who reject 
Him. You win for Christ whatever the man does. 
Remember Paul’s prayer request, “that I may open 


my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of 
the Gospel.” 


The third gnawing death to evangelism is the 
deceptive and masterful sin of unbelief. Do you 
teally believe that men are going to hell where 
their worm dieth not and their fire is never 
quenched? Do you really believe that your neigh- 
bor, friend, relative may depart in the next few 
ours into the unspeakable sufferings of eternal 
hell? Do you believe what the Bible says about 
indignation and wrath of God? Few Christians have 
an actual and active belief about hell. Sinners are 
hot convicted about the judgment to come because 
the fact of it has not gripped your heart. A Scotch 
Preacher was passing a glass factory one evening 
just before going to preach. Having time, he 
stepped inside. One of the large furnaces had just 
been opened. He gazed into the white, blue, green, 
and purple flame until it nearly seared his face. 
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As he turned away, unaware of any one being 
present, he exclaimed, “Ho, wot will hell be like?” 
A stoker standing in the shadow heard him. Several 
nights later this stoker came to the church and at 
the close of the meeting came to the evangelist. 
“Sir you don’t know me, but the other night when 
you were at the furnace room I heard what you 
said as you turned away from the furnace, Every 
time I’ve looked at that furnace since then I keep 
saying ‘What will Tell be like?’ I’ve come tonight 
to find out how to stay out of hell.” 


Then we observe that Christians will not believe 
what God says about sin working destruction in 
the life of the sinner. God says they do not see life. 
In their inner life is hunger, misery, and unhap- 
piness. They have fun but not joy, ease but not 
peace, existence but not life. 


Do you believe in the active power of Jesus 
Christ to regenerate that lost friend of yours? 
One day I asked an elder to pray with me about 
a young man we knew. He said, “Humph, no use 
praying about him. He has been that way all his 
life.’ When a man receives Jesus Christ as his 
Saviour, God does at least thirty-three wonderful 
things in and for the man. Most people don’t 
believe he does anything. It is a thrill to watch 
for the first gleam of regeneration in the life of 
a man while you are talking to him. 


In the mystery churches of the Revelation the 
Ephesian church had lost its first love, and the 
insipid Laodiceans had become detestably luke- 
warm. The very heart of our Christian faith is 
love. Herein is the fourth termite that is seeking 
the destruction of the temple of evangelism. The 
church today has stifled its spirit of evangelism 
by a distinct indifference toward God the Father, 
His Son Jesus Christ, and the person and work of 
The Holy Spirit. In our easy-going, careless, half 
hearted attiiude creep toward the routine things of 
each day we have thoughtlessly let the same atti- 
tude into our relation to God, and have become 
unconcerned and listless toward Him. So, also, 
many Christians have become so infatuated with 
the world and themselves that they have no desire 
toward pleasing God. There has developed a sure 
and certain spiritual neutrality, and many have 
tried to make a double alliance; one with God to 
relieve the conscience, and the other with the 
world and the flesh and the devil to make the way 
easy and withoui toll or toil. If we return to our 
first love for Christ doing the work of evangelism 
will be a natural outlet of that impelling love. If 
we love Him we will abide in the practice of the 
great commission. 

Co-existent is a lack of love for people. Many of 
His servants are lacking that passion of Jesus 
Christ for the hopeless, helpless, suffering multi- 
tude of this sin-troubled earth wretched in its lust, 
pain, sorrow, and distress. Behind the tragedy of 
the domestic murders and suicides darkening our 
land, I read a greater tragedy. It is the disgrace- 
ful story of Christians without compassion touching 
these dark shadowed lives in the last minutes of 
their proud, weary, depressed, and despaired stay 
in the flesh. These poor people are ridden with 
lust and conceit until all sense of values has long 
passed from them. How many of these who have 
groveled in the dust until they have forced them- 
selves back to it would have found new life, and 
new comfort in Jesus Christ if some kindhearted 
and gracious Christian had courteously and com- 
passionately witnessed to them of the love of 
Christ and the power of the Cross, In 1931 in one 
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of our western states a young widow who was 
trying to make a desperate attempt to keep her 
six year old in school with clothes and food, had 
insanely turned as a last resort to dope peddling. 
She had nearly been apprehended by the govern- 
ment, but was making one last try with a stolen 
ear and two thousand dollars worth of dope to 
evade the law and make a run. It was my privilege 
to lead her to the Lord Jesus Christ, and to send 
her to return the stolen car and dope. 


You may be thinking that all of these people are 
hard, proud and difficult to talk to, that their 
haughtiness and outward sophistication create a 
barrier to your approach to them, and that you 
just can’t make any progress in speaking to them. 
I wonder who is the proud one? One proud heart 
cannot conquer or win the confidence of another 
proud heart. Yet, compassion and love seldom fail 
to break the stubborn arm of pride and hate. 


I once heard a preacher lamenting that he did 
not have a passion for the souls of men, but Oh! 
how much he would like to have this blessing. Some 
think that one gets a passion for men by the touch 
of a magic wand. If I am not presuming beyond 
my right to perscribe, I would like to offer the 
following statement to anyone desiring to have a 
passion for souls: any Christian can have a passion 
for souls by reading and knowing God’s Word, 
milling among men daily, sympathizing with them, 
praying for and with them, rejoicing with them, 
witnessing to them the truth of the Gospel, and 
being willing to suffer for Christ’s sake. This 
means visiting in the homes of the sick, the poor, 
the bereaved and reading to them the Word, 
praying with them, pointing them to the Saviour. 
It means weep with those that weep, rejoice with 
those that rejoice and really do it; no sham. It 
means help the poverty of the poor, the burdens of 
the troubled, the secret pangs of the rich, the dis- 
tress of those in despair and pointing them to 
Jesus Christ of the Cross, the Resurrection, and 
His glorious return. It means laboring patiently 
with all their unbelief, and returning to your 
closet to pray for them, Try it. 


There are other tricks of the Devil to impede 
your progress in personal evangelism, but I am 
closing this article with one that he often uses 
after you really get started at it. He will try to 
get you to be vague, easy, timeless and to speak 
in general terms. On the other hand, Christian, be 
definite, firm, to the point and emphasizing both to 
yourself and the person you are talking to the 
importance of “NOW”. 


Be definite in what you want the man to do, 
after having clearly and explicitly shown him the 
-Gospel from your Bible. Then in your own heart 
and mind directly look to the Holy Spirit to per- 
form His work while you wait for the answer. 
Truly, be quiet and wait upon the Lord. If ques- 
tions are asked, answer them, but come back to 
the point and wait for an answer. The importance 
of this is that if the answer is a definite “No,” 
then God can use this contrary decision to be a 
means of conviction. 


Be gentle but firm for you are not presenting 
another religion, but you are representing Jesus 
Christ. “God commands all men everywhere to 
repent.” You have no authority from God to com- 
promise. All the authority of omnipotent Truth is 
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behind you. Don’t misrepresent it by turni 
milk-toast yourself. wea 


Since God says “Now is the accepted time, noy 
is the day of salvation,” don’t take it in your power 
to say otherwise, and ask the man to decide nex 
week. This, indeed, he may do on his own, but yoy 
keep making it clear that you are asking him t 
receive Jesus Christ as his Saviour now. If he 
says no to you, then you can ask him to read the 
Gospel of John and show him why, but leave with 
another emphasis on the importance of an immeii. 
ate decision in favor of himself and Jesus Chris, 


If we are not evangelising then the fault is in 
ourselves. God wants us to judge these faults and 
get busy. There is a great opportunity now for 
personal evangelism. The organized method we are 
now using in visitation evangelism is one of the 
most promising things in our church. Push aside 
the hinderances and get into it. 


Jesus Our Only Saviour 


“Jesus did all that is included in that great 
word ‘save.’ He did not come to induce us to save 
ourselves, or to help us to save ourselves, or to 
enable us to save ourselves. He came to save us. 
And it is therefore that His name was called 
Jesus—because He should save His people from 
their sins. The glory of our Lord, surpassing all 
His other glories to usward, is just that He is our 
actual and complete Saviour; our Saviour to the 
uttermost. Our knowledge, even though it be 
His gift to us as our Prophet, is not our Saviour, 
be it as wide and as deep and as high as it is 
possible to conceive. The Church, though it be His 
gift to us as our King, be it as holy and true, as 
it becomes the Church, the bride of the Lamb to 
be. The reorganized society in which He has 
placed us, though it be the product of His holy 
rule over the redeemed earth, is not our Saviour, 
be it the new Jerusalem itself, clothed in its beauty 
and descended from heaven. Nay, let us cut more 
deeply still, Our faith itself, though it be the 
bond of our union with Christ through which we 
receive all His blessings, is not our saviour. We 
have but one Saviour; and that one Saviour is 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Nothing that we are and 
nothing that we can do enters into the ground of 
our acceptance with God. Jesus did it all. And 
by doing it all He has become in the fullest and 
widest and deepest sense the word can bear— 
our Saviour.” —Benjamin Warfield. 


——- + 9 


The Prayer After Calvin's 
Last Lecture 


“Grant, Almighty God, since we have already 
entered in hope upon the threshold of our etern 
inheritance, and know that there is a certain, man- 
sion for us in heaven after Christ has been re 
ceived there, who is our head, and the first-fruits 
of our salvation: grant, I say, that we may pre 
ceed more and more in the course of Thy holy 
calling until at length we reach the goal, and 8 
enjoy that eternal glory of which thou has afforded 
us a taste in this world, by the same Christ ow 
Lord. Amen.” 
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Reasons Why The Presbyterian 
Church (U. S.) Should Withdraw 
From The Federal Council Of 
The Churches Of Christ 


In America 
By L. E. Faulkner 


Elder First Presbyterian Church 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 


The 87th General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. meeting at Montreat, North 
Carolina, May 29 - June 3, 1947, adopted the Mi- 
nority Report of the Standing Committee on For- 
eign Relations providing that the “Assembly hereby 
submit immediately to the Presbyteries the ques- 
tion of the withdrawal of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. from membership in the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America.” 
The General Assembly has requested representa- 
tives from all of the churches of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., to express through their respective 
Presbyteries whether or not they want the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., to withdraw from the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 


There are, of course, sincere and worthy Min- 
isters, church officers and church members on 
both sides of this important issue. Every member 
of the more than 3,500 churches of the Presby- 
terian Church U.S. should give thoughtful and 
prayerful consideration to the question of whether 
or not the Presbyterian Church U.S. should with- 
draw from the Federal Council of Churches, 


Those who believe that the Presbyterian Church 
US. should not withdraw from the Federal Council 
of Churches, of course, will state their reasons for 
believing that the Southern Presbyterian Church 
should continue to allow the Federal Council of 
Churches to speak for them. 


There is a large group who sincerely believes 
that the Church of the Living God has no au- 
thority from its Head, Jesus Christ, to meddle in 
economic, political, social and racial problems. 
This group believes that the Church should teach 
only the Bible, God’s Holy Word, and that the 
knowledge of God’s Holy Word will, through the 
Blessings of His Holy Spirit, change the lives of 
those who accept Christ and Him crucified so that 
they as individual citizens will help to solve eco- 
ny political, social and racial problems. A 
arge percentage of the membership of the Pres- 
yterian Church U.S. feels that it is wrong for 
the Federal Council of Churches to commit their 
individual churches to those economic, political, 
social and racial objectives of the Federal Council 
of Churches as set forth in the Council’s official 
teports to which we shall later refer. 


Phar te Holy Word clearly sets forth the true 
— of His Church which is to spread His 
Pel at home and abroad. The Head of the 


ong the Living God commands His fol- 


“Render therefore to Caesar the things 
which be Caesar’s, and unto God the things 
which be God’s.” 


The Book of Church Order adopted by our Gen- 
eral Assembly, has this to say regarding the sole 
functions of our Church: 


“The sole functions of the Church as a king- 
dom and government distinct from the civil 
commonwealth, are to proclaim, to administer, 
and to enforce the law of Christ revealed in 
the Scriptures.” 


The Church of the Living God should not waste 
its precious time in an effort to help solve eco- 
nomic, political, social and racial problems which 
the Federal Council through its Executive Com- 
mittee is now doing according to the official 
records of the Federal Council. Under the Fed- 
eral Council’s so-called “social gospel,” they seek 
to make man his own Saviour by setting before 
him a series of works made up of economic, po- 
litical, social, industrial and racial problems. God’s 
Holy Word states that Salvation is “. . . not 
of works: For by grace are we saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves; It is the gift 
of God; not of works, lest any man should boast.” 


The true Brotherhood of Man according to 
God’s Holy Word, is the Brotherhood of the Re- 
deemed. Christian unity is the kind He prayed for 
when He said: “I pray not for the world but for 
them which Thou hast given Me, for they are 
Thine.’ 


On March 25, 1947, the Executive Committee 
of the Federal Council of Churches made up of 85 
men and women, approximately 80% of whom are 
Ministers, issued an official declaration on the 
policies of the Federal Council of Churches. In 
this statement they stated: 


“During the 38 years of its history the dele- 
gates of the denominations have from time to 
time, made official statements of the Coun- 
cil’s policies. These statements are matters of 

ublic record, set forth in detail in iis’ Annual 
Reports.” 


The Executive Committee of the Council, speak- 
ing for more than 27 million church members on 
economic, political, social and racial problems, is a 
powerful totalitarian voice. This totalitarian voice 
of the Executive Committee of the Federal Council 
of Churches is committing more than_ 600,000 
members of the Southern Presbyterian Church to 





Page 14 


an economic system which is a form of national 
socialism and collectivism, and, therefore, incom- 
patible with the Christian religion. This country 
cannot have permanent FEPC legislation, socialized 
medicine, social planning and contro] of the credit 
and monetary systems, a non-segregated Church 
and a non-segregated Society, and many of th 
other things advocated by the Federal Counci 
without regimentation and dictatorship, To ac- 
cept many of the objectives of the Federal Coun- 
cil the government must be made master instead 
of servant of the people. 


Those interested in maintaining the true func 
tions of His Church, and the individual competi 
tive enterprise system—the American way of life 
under constitutional government which is founded 
on the Christian religion, should be fully in- 
formed regarding the economic, political. social and 
racial objectives of the Federal Council of Churches. 
The whole subject is so grave and so vitally affects 
His Church and the daily lives of free men and 
women that every church officer and every church 
member should be urged to seek first-hand infor- 
mation from the official records of the Federal 
Council and give prayerful thought to the question 
which has been referred to the Presbyteries by 
our General Assembly—that is. the question of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S. withdrawing from the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America. 


The Clerk of Session of every one of the more 
than 3,500 churches in the Presbyterian Church 
U.S, should be requested to secure from the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, New York, a 
copy of the 1945 Annual Report of the Federal 
Council, a copy of the Report to the Biennial 
Meeting, Seattle, Washington, December 4-6, 1946, 
and a copy of the Biennial Report, 1946. After 
receiving these official reports of the Federal 
Council, the Sessions of each church should refer 
to pages 44 of the 1945 Annual Report and pages 
41 to 44, inclusive, of the Biennial Report, 1946 
and read what the Federal] Council has committed 
all of our churches to regarding permanent FEPC 
legislation. For example on page 44 of the 1945 
Annual Report the Council states: 


“The President and the General Secretary 
of the Federal Council of Churches appeared 
before House and Senate committees to give 
the endorsement of the churches to fair em- 
ployment practice legislation as a national 
moral necessity. 


“Their statements received wide publicity in 
religious and secular press. The action of the 
Federal Council through its Department of 
Race Relations has been one of the major 
influences in work to preserve the existing 
FEPC under executive order, and for legis- 
lation to make it a permanent policy of the 
National Government.” j 
Then the Session of every Church should turn 
to page 50 of the Biennial] Report, 1946 and read 
what the Federal Council has committed the 
Southern Presbyterian Church to in connection 
with a non-segregated Church and a non-segre- 
gated Society. For ready reference we quote: 


“The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America hereby renounces the pat- 
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tern of segregation in race relations as yp. 
necessary and undesirable and a violation of 
the Gospel of love and human brotherhood, 
Having taken this action, the Federal Coungil 
requests its constituent communions to do like. 
wise. As proof of their sincerity in this re. 
nunciation they will work for a non-segre. 
gated Church and a non-segregated Society.” 


In the 1945 Annual Report of the Federal Cow. 
ci] there are nearly eight pages on the snbieq 
Race Relations, beginning on page 38 and ending 
on page 45. In the 1946 Biennial Report there ar 
thirteen pages on the same subject, beginning o 
page 49 and ending on page 55, and beginning op 
page 119 and ending on page 126. Every member 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church should read 
these pages on Race Relations and become jp. 
formed as to just what the Federal Countil js 
committing our churches to on this subject. 


On page 121 of the 1946 Biennial Report the 
Federal Council states: 


“Segregation increases and accentuates racial 
tensions. It is worth noting that race riots in 
this country have seldom occurred in neigh- 
borhoods with a racially mixed povulation. 
Our worst riots have broken out along the 
borders of tightly segregated areas.” 


| On February 26, 1946 a race riot occurred in Co- 


lumbia, Tennessee. The “Committee of 100” had 
headquarters in New York City. It at once sent an 
attorney into Columbia and made an appeal 
raise $50,000 on the basis of “this orgy of race 
hatred.” Among the members of the “Commit 
tee_of 100” as listed on the letterhead were many 
of the prominent leaders of the Federal Council. 
A federal] grand jury spent 2 1-2 months investi- 
gating the case. Much of the evidence was sup- 
plied by the FBI investigators. In the 3,900 word 
report to the Federal Judge, the federal grand jury 
stated: “that the circulation of falsehoods and 
half truths about the Columbia cases was a tech 
nique designed to foster racial hatred and to array 
class against class.’ 


The Federal Council Bulletin called “Infor 
mation Service,” in reporting one of its depart 
mental conferences said, “The conferences in 4 
most every session faced frankly their personal 
attitudes toward men and women of different 
races—in business and social relations. Nor was 
the question of intermarriage evaded, That was 
considered at length. It was felt that some pioneer 
spirits should take advanced steps in that dr 
rection.” 


Continuing, the Session should refer to the 
following pages of the official reports of the 
Council and read what the Federal Council has 
committed the Southern Presbyterian Church t 
regarding the following subjects: 


Socialized medicine (see page 96 of the Report 
to the Biennial Meeting, Seattle, Washington 
December 4-6, 1946). For ready reference ¥ 
quote: 


“If we really believed in the Brotherhood of 
Man, it would not be necessary to pass % 
Fair Employment Practice Act. 


“If certain interests were not so greedy for 
gold, there would be less pressure and lobby- 
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ing to induce the Congress to allaw the Price 
Control Act to expire, or to keep down mini- 
mum wages, or to permit further concentra- 
tion of economic power. 


“A truly religious fervor among our people 
would go a long way toward obtaining a 
national housing program, a national education 
program, and an extended and improved social 
security program.” 


ing to God’s Holy Word there is no such 
sage “The Brotherhood of Man,” as it is used 
by the Federal Council. The true Brotherhood of 
Man according to God’s Holy Word is the Broth- 
erhood of the Redeemed. 


The expression “If certain interests were not so 
greedy for gold” is one frequently used by those 
who would create class feeling and class hatred. 
Often it is the technique of those who would sub- 
stitute national socialism for our republican form 
of government. It is true that a truly religious 
fervor among our people is badly needed, but not 
for the purpose of making our churches a social 
welfare organization or pressure group to advocate 
and work for socialistic objectives. 


Full employment guaranteed by the govern- 
ment (see page 30 of the 1945 Report). For ready 
reference we quote: 


“Bishop Oxnam, President of the Federal 
Council, also appeared at hearings in support 
of the Full Employment Bill.” 


Statement that strikes bring benefits both to labor 
and the public (See Page 118 of the Biennial Re- 
port 1946), For ready reference we quote: 


“We re-affirm labor’s right to strike, and we 

recognize the long term benefits which the 

acknowledgment of this right has brought both 

to labor and to the public.” 
Most employers will recognize labor’s right to 
strike under certain conditions, but many will 
dispute the statement that strikes bring benefits 
to the public. But the big question is, what au- 
thority has the Church of the Living God from its 
Head to meddle in these controversial questions? 


Desirability of organizing workers in Agriculture 
(See Pages 218-219 of the 1946 Biennial Re- 
port). For ready reference we quote: 


“We would remind labor that the Social Ideals 
of the Churches has affirmed since the early 
years of this century the right of workers to 
organize freely into unions of their own choos- 
ing, There still are millions of workers ‘o 
whom the benefits of trade unionism have 
never been extended. It is desirable that 
workers in some occupations, such as workers 
in agriculture, mostly untouched by the unions 
hitherto, should be given the advantages and 
protection of organized labor.” 


In the above quotation from the official records 
We again find the Federal Council taking sides 
with organized labor. It is a significant fact that 
in all of the official reports of the Federal 
Council there is not to be found one single word 
of praise for the individual competitive enterprise 
system. Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, immediate 
past president of the Federal Council has stated: 


“The common faith must come to live in the 
Practices that make for brotherhood; the 
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cooperative spirit must supplant competitive 
struggle; the objective of social endeavor 


must shift from profit making to personality 
making.” 


Dr. Benson Y. Landis, Associate Secretary of the 
Department of Research and Education of the Fed- 
era] Council has branded the modern corporation 
as “socially irresponsible.’ He has stated “The 
corporate form of business institution is itself in- 
herently undemocratic.” 


Substitution of the Consumers’ co-operatives for 
the individual competitive enterprise syystem (See 
Page 117 of the 1946 Biennial Report). For ready 
reference we quote: 


“All Christians recognize the higher ethical 
value inherent in the co-operative as over 
against the competitive motive and that as 
co-operation is emphasized and competition 
subordinated we approach more nearly to the 
Teachings of Jesus. We therefore encourage 
the extension of co-operative techniques and 
other similar means of bringing about eco- 
nomic justice and brotherhood.” 


There is a small pamphlet entitled “Social Ideals 
of the Churches” which records the official acts of 
the Federal Council of Churches on December 8, 
1932, of which there was a third printing in April, 
1942, which states that: 


“The Churches Should Stand For: 

1. Practical application of the Christian prin- 
ciples of social well-being to the acquisition 
and use of wealth, subordination of specu- 
lation and the profit motive to the creative 
and cooperative spirit. 


2. Social planning and control of the credit 
and monetary systems and the economic pro- 
cesses for the common good.” 


On Page 204 of the Biennial Report, 1946, of the 
}ederai Council there is copy of a recommendation 
prepared by Dr. John M. Alexander, one of our 
two representatives on the Executive Committee 
of the Federal Council. The minutes of the Execu- 
tive Committee show that this recommendation 
was referred to the Advisory Committee for study 
and report. The latter part of Dr. Alexander’s rec- 
ommendation reads as follows: 

“. . . that no one has the authority to use 
the name of the Federal Council in asking 
legislators to vote for a specific bill until said 
bill has been approved by the Federal Coun- 
cil or its Executive Committee.” 


In this recommendation it seems that Dr. Alex- 
ander has clearly set forth his belief that the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, through its agent 
the Federal Council should take an active part 
in all economic, social, political and racial prob- 
lems. Dr. Alexander seems to give his approval 
for the Executive Committee, made up of 85 men, 
80% of whom are Ministers, to speak for more 
than 27 million church members including more 
than 600,000 members of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church. This, of course, is totalitarian 
power, 


Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, General Secretary 
of the Federal Council of Churches, in an address 
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which he delivered at the Biennial meeting in Se- 
attle, Washington, December 4, 1946 stated: “The 
Federal Council is an instrument for bearing a 
combined witness to the principles, derived from 
our Christian faith, which must be applied in the 
social, political and international life of the world. 
(See page 11, Biennial Report, 1946). 


Dr. Alexander and Mr. Charles P. Taft, Presi- 
dent of the Federal Council seem to see “eye to 
eye” regarding churches taking an active part in 
politics. In a radio address of June 5, 1947, Mr. 
Taft after first stating that he did not think 
churches should go into politics later contradicted 
this statement when he was asked if he thought 
there was a place for churches in business and 
politics. He replied: “I certainly do, for business 
and economics depend on how human beings tick, 
and so do churches.” 


Another prominent leader of the Federal Coun- 
cil who believes that God’s plan of Salvation is 
dependent on what man does regarding economic, 
political, social and racial problems is Dr. 
Stanley Jones, who once stated: 


“A combination of individualism and collectiv- 
ism will give us what we need—unless spirital 
unity is founded on an economic and social 
unity, it will go to pieces.” 


In other words, Dr. Jones is bold to make the 
statement that fellowship among true Christians is 
founded on an economic and social unity and that 
if it is not founded on such unity, God’s plan 
will go to pieces, 


Dr. E. C. Homrighausen, Professor at (Prince- 
ton Seminary and Chairman of The Federal Coun- 
cil Department of Evangelism, has been quoted as 
saying in an address at Indianapolis on April 1, 
1947: 


“Every European country now has or will 
have a socialistic form of government ,.. The 
United States should use its influence to pro- 
mote the development of moderate socialism, 
rather than Russian socialism . . . The demo- 
cratic form of government is a luxury which 
can be afforded only by people who are pros- 
perous.” 


About a year ago in Cambridge, England, there 
was formed the “Commission of Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs.” This Commission, according to 
a statement made at the time by its Chairman, 
John Foster Dulles, would correspond in eccle- 
siastical circles to the World Federation of Trade 
Unions in labor circles. Among the American 
members of this Commission are Bishop G. Brom- 
ley Oxnam, and Dr. John R. Cunningham, Presi- 
dent of Davidson College, Moderator of the Pres- 
byterian Church U. S. In connection with this 
worldwide or ecumenical movement, we quote from 
a letter written under date of March 19, 1947 
by Dr. John R, Cunningham: 


“Progress of the ecumenical movement can- 
not await the time when Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick and some other men of great ability 
and deep Christian conviction—whose views 
regarding the Atonement, the Virgin Birth, 
ate cannot share—are in perfect agree- 
ment.’ 


Dr. Cunningham may well be asked the question 
—how can “the progress of the ecumenical move- 
ment” be furthered by men like Dr. Harry Emer- 
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son Fosdick who do not believe in the Virgin 
Birth or the substitutionary doctrine of the Atone. 
ment, Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick has stated: 


“I do not believe in the Virgin Birth or in 
that old fashioned substitutionary doctrine of 
the Atonement; nor I do not know any intellj. 
gent Christian Minister who does.” 


To those who believe in the one and only pin 
of Salvation as given to us in God’s Holy Word, 
it is difficult to understand how our Moderatp 
Dr. Cunningham, can speak of men like }: 
Harry Emerson Fosdick as being “men of gra 
ability and deep Christian conviction.” How om 
any man who does not believe in the Virgin Birth 
and the Atoning work of Christ be a man gf 
“deep Christian conviction”? 


On October 16, 1946, 122 church leaders of th 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish faiths issued , 
“Declaration on Economic Justice.” These church 
leaders state that they are in favor of “an o. 
ganized and democratic partnership for the ge 
eral welfare rather than a competitive 
for individual and group advantage.” These church 
leaders state further that “organized cooperation 
of the functional economic groups among then. 
selves and with the government must be substi. 
tuted for the rule of competition.” Among the 39 
Protestant signers of this socialistic document 
were the following prominent Federal Cound 
leaders: Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam; Dr. Heny 
Sloane Coffin; Prof, J. B. Green, at the tim 
Moderator, General Assembly, Presbyterian Chureh 
U.S.; Reverend Cameron P. Hall; Dr. Benjamin 2 
Mays, at the time Vice President of the Fedenl 
Council; Dr. Liston Pope; and Mr. John Ramsey. 
The statement was also signed by Mrs. Hare 
Sibley, wife of the Treasurer of the Federal Cou- 
cil, and by many CIO labor leaders. 


The Session of each of the more than 3,500 
churches making up the Presbyterian Church US 
were furnished a memorandum last April by th 
President of the Federal Council, Mr. Charles P. 
Taft, and to this memorandum was attached the 
Official Declaration of the Executive Committe 
of March 25, 1947, to which reference has bee 
made. The Session of each church should take 
notice of the fact that this Official Declaration 
the Executive Committee has nothing to say t 
garding the many economic, political, social and 
racial objectives of the Federal Council above 
referred to in the Annual Reports of 1945 and 
1946. Every Session should also read the woe 
statement to be found on page 8 of the 
eo? of the Executive Committee of March 


“While the position taken with reference t& 
many specific issues may not be supporte 
by all the members of all the churches, it 8 
believed that it reflects the central trend of 
thoughtful opinion among those who _ have 
studied the matter in the light of Biblical 
teaching.” 


The Clerks of many Sessions may wish to ask tht 
Executive Committee of the Council to refer them 
to “the light of Biblical teaching” pertaining o 
those economic, political, social and racial obj 
tives of the Federal Council as officially set fort 
in the 1945 and 1946 Annual Reports of the Feé 
eral Council, 
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It has been appropriately said that: “The road 
to dictatorship may well be paved with good in- 
tentions of economic planners.” No one would ac- 
euse the leaders of the Federal Council of being 
Communists. The official records of the Federal 
Council, however, prove that the small group of 
men directing the affairs of the Federal Council 
are “economic planners.” The foreign ideologies 
they advocate, if put into effect, would give us 
“planned and managed economy,” just another 
name for national socialism. This proposed ne 
economic system would not only involve con 
tinuous inroads upon states’ rights but woul 
further unbalance the three departments of our 
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republican form of government and finally de- 
stroy constitutional government. 


The 600,000 members of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S. should view with alarm the great 
concentration of power placed in the hands of the 
few leaders of the Federal Council. The same 
warning is timely in connection with the proposed 
organic union of the Presbyterian Church US. 
and the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. One way to 
resist these two great dangers is for the Presby- 
terian Church U.S. to withdraw from the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America 


The Red Horizon 


(Matt. 16:1-4) 
By Walter R. Courtenay 


Pastor First Presbyterian Church 
Nashville, Tenn. 


(Because we believe the menace of Communism is not fully appreciated we are pub- 
lishing this address by Dr. Courtenay. This Independence Day sermon-address was 
first delivered in Nashville, Tenn., on June 29, 1947. It was also delivered in the 
Anderson Auditorium, Montreat, N. C., on Sunday morning, July 13, 1947. This 
fearless expose of the ruthlessness of Russian policy should be 
read and pondered by all American Christians.) 


To all who love America and the American way 
of life; to all who love liberty and would honor the 
free enterprise system; to all who would live by 
the wisdom of the centuries; to all who would keep 
alive the teachings of the Bible and the example 
of the Christ; to all who would support those 
ideals and goals that have proved their value in 
the years we have known—the horizons of our day 
are red, red with the devil flames of communism. 


Many people in America today say that the 
horizon is not really red. It is a pastel pink, they 
say, that indicates, not darkness, but a night of 


danger all civilization. She is the flame seeking to 
touch and blacken and reduce to ashes all nations 
that represent the things we trust and love. If 
the world is to be chaotic tomorrow, if fields are to 
be red again with the blood of our sons, it will 
be because Russia has so planned it. 


I charge her this day with being the one nation 
that has frustrated all efforts to reconstruct and 
restabilize the world. 


Why haven’t we made more progress in the 
United Nations? Russia! 


Ere 


rest which shall usher in a new and better day. 
Such is the interpretation of socialists, commu- 
nists and fellow-travellers. 


Others, looking toward that red horizon, de- 
clare that red at dawn means trouble. They see 
the day ahead as one of tears and death, bloodshed 
and destruction. 


‘Still others beholding the wr sky agree 
with the Christ that it is the sign of Jonah, the 
ted of religious and moral disobedience, the red 
of unconcern. The sky is red, they say, because 
the followers of Christ have not been serious about 
the Kingdom Jesus came to establish. 


Once more a wicked and adulterous generation 


seeks for a sign from heaven, and the sign is a red 
horizon, 


As we draw near to July 4th, 1947, to observe 
another _anniversary of our nation’s birth the 
n is red, and most Americans see it not! 


Why have the peace treaties been delayed? 
Russia! 


: 
o 
Bea 


Why is Germany divided and chaotic? Russia! 


Why have we done so little in the building of 
world police power? Russia! 


et 


Why is the solar death by atomic power still a 
threat to the world? Russia! 


What nation has consistently fomented trouble 
in Europe, the Near East, the Far East? Russia! 


_ What nation has used and misused the veto 
wt lh more than all other nations combined? 
ussia 


What nation is most likely to cause world 
disturbance in the future? Russia! 

There are four letters that should be of signal 
significance for all Americans in this generation: 
U. 8. R., The Union of Socialist Soviet Re- 
publics. But may not those first two letters, “U. 
S.,” represent the United States, and the last two, 


To me that flaming horizon means one thing: 
ussia and Communism. She is the flame upon 
the hills of the world which reddens all skies and 
PS into all nations burning embers that en- 
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“S. R.,” Soviet Russia. Do not these four letters 
represent the fate of the generations to be? Is not 
the fate of the world to be settled by Americans 
and the Russians? 


In spite of the pleas of certain writers of ar- 
ticles and books, I see little possibility of co- 
operative action between the United States and 
the Soviet. During the war when we were active 
allies, the iron curtain remained in place nor has it 
moved since fighting ceased. There was little co- 
ordination of our plans or forces and we have 
learned about as much about Russia during the 
last ten years as a spiritualist learns about the 
topography of the life to be. Time without number 
we have made available to Russia our plans and 
purposes, permitting her representative complete 
freedom of travel and investigation. We have 
treated her as courteously and as generously as we 
did Canada or Great Britain. At no time has 
Russia accorded us like privileges. Our role has 
been that of listening and cooperating. 


No indication of our intentions toward mankind 
ean be more clear and vocal than the demobili- 
zation of our forces and the absence of a universal 
training program in America today. 


Over against our demobilization Russia has aug- 
mented her armies and the military emphasis. Two 
years ago ours was the greatest military force in 
the world and I stand amazed before the Compton 
Commission revelation that our military forces 
are now “a hollow shell.” 


While we have been doing all in our power to 
reconstruct the world, feed the hungry, minister 
to the sick, clothe the naked, and further peace 
and understanding between peoples, Russia has 
been busy transforming defeated nations into com- 
munist states, expanding her borders, poisoning 
the world with her deadly philosophy, even to the 
corrupting and weakening of Great Britain, Can- 
ada and America, her allies in the recent struggle. 


Many writers who pose as disinterested people 
ask us to have patience with Russia. They point 
out that Russia lost 30,000,000 people during 
the last two wars, she has suffered mightly, and 
is merely seeking to protect herself against a repe- 
tition of such disasters. It is natural, they point 
out, for a nation to seek to construct bumper 
states between her enemies and herself, 


I accept al] that as true, but what is its mean- 
ing to us and the world? Does it not indicate that 
the dream of a Soviet world is still alive? Does it 
not mean that Russia does not only wait for weak- 
nesses to appear in other nations, but she plans to 
create those weaknesses and capitalize on them? 
Does it not mean that while we and the British 
wait and discuss and wrangle Russia works, using 
the time we ignore for the building of her powers 
in the earth, powers that are as a cancerous growth 
in the body of mankind? Are we, because of our 
own temperament and ideals, going to stand idly 
by while Russia swallows up nation after nation, 
growing larger and lager, stronger and stronger, 
all the time working for the day when she can do 
what she desires regardless of the rest of us? Are 
we then to condemn our children and our children’s 
children to life in a world that is controlled by a 
power that knows not God and cares not for hu- 
man rights? 


Henry Wallace, Senator Pepper and others see 
no danger in this red that occupies a larger and 
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larger area of the world’s horizon. They ignore the 
uncovering of the Russian spy ring in Canada 
the warnings of J. Edgar Hoover and the F, B, |, 
and the story of intrique, plunder and wickednes 
a across the earth like a threatening 
cloud. 


It is frightening to realize that we as a people 
have helped Russia in her dream of a sovietized 
world. During the war we played into their hands 
every time we held another international confer. 
ence. Time after time we sent a sick American to 
play poker with the smoothest card sharp in the 
world and it is not strange that we lost in every 
game. 


The Reader’s Digest for July carries many splen. 
did articles on the subject under discussion this 
morning and no article in this greatest little book 
in the world is more important than Colonel 
Bonner Feller’s article, ‘““Hirohito’s Struggle to Sur. 
render.” This article discloses that Japan tried 
to surrender to us months before we dropped our 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The 
Emperor tried to work through the Russian gov. 
ernment but was ignored again and again. When 
Russia went to Potsdam she carried in her pocket 
Japan’s desire to get out of the war, but the Soviet 
leaders premeditatively and dishonestly withheld 
this information because they wanted to take 
advantage of our fear and get for herself increased 
territory and power in the exchange for her promise 
to enter the Asiatic phase of the war which she 
knew was already won. 


Russia has taken advantage of every nation 
placed within the power of her army: Korea, Man- 
churia, the Balkans, Germany, and now Austria. 
She has done everything short of invasion to 
overthrow the governments of China and Greece. 
She is an octopus whose restless arms must gather 
in more and more territory, the suckers of which 
suck dry the veins of all her victims. 


An American major recently back from the 
Russian lines in Korea told me that we could no 
more do business with the Soviet than we could 
with Hitler. This is the picture he gave me of the 
situation in Korea, and it is a picture to be studied 
and remembered: “Every time I talk to a Russian 
he stands with a tommy gun in his hands, the 
gun pointed at my heart. If I move to the left the 
gun follows me, If I move to the right the gun 
keeps pace with me, How can you be friendly with 
a man who keeps a gun pointing at you all the 
time?” 


Edgar Snow and other writers plead for patience 
on our part. They soberly state that Russian lead- 
ers and the Russian people do not want war, nor are 
they seeking new territory and power, yet, while 
they talk, the Red Army is taking new territory 
and setting up new communistic governments and 
armies in many parts of Europe and Asia. 


I could weep when I think of those dainty, 
ladylike notes we have written Russia every time 
she acted against world interest. She shot dow! 
our planes because they flew over territory we 
had liberated and which is now under her control. 
Her newspapers, magazines and news commel- 
tators continue to belittle the lend-lease which 
made it possible for her to stay alive, and they 
treat us as enemy states because we are people 
who love capitalism, free enterprise, and liberty. 
Her own people do not yet know the true stale 
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of affairs in America, the part we played in the 
victories of Russia, nor do they appreciate the 
fact that of all nations we are the most advanced, 
the most peace loving, and the most generous. The 
result is that we are treated as foes by an in- 
ferior nation which assumes the role of our su- 
perior. 


America today stands in grave danger from the 
red horizon, but who can arouse our people to 
that danger, and who will take those decisive ac- 
tions which are essential to our safety and the 
safety of the world? 


We talk about communism as if it were a pass- 
ing fad. It is no fad, Karl Marx, the creator of 
this monster, has welded envy, hate, greed, covet- 
ousness and mob force into a weapon that may 
well bring about the death of all stable govern- 
ments and the enslavement of the race. 


Who was this man of destiny who so cleverly 
grouped the poisoned desires of man? He was a 
German Jew. For a time he was half-way Pro- 
testant, but throughout his adult life he was an 
avowed atheist and revolutionary. He was brilliant 
mentally, but as dead as Brutus spiritually and 
morally. 


He is a strange hybrid. Being born into the 
home of a lawyer, and therefore into a middle 
class society, he became the bitter foe of both the 
middle and the upper classes. He who was not an 
industrial worker who became the champion of 
them. 


Strange, too, is the fact that he who hated 
intellectuals held a Ph.D. degree in his own right. 


Stranger still is the fact that Russia, the country 
that has made his words immortal, was despised 
and hated by Marx, while England who gave him 
asylum during his exile and a grave when he died 
represents all that Marx condemned and sought to 
destroy. 


What is his theory? He taught that originally 
men lived together happily in a governmentiess, 
classless society. Every man gave service accord- 
ing to his ability and received in return all that 
he needed. This Eden period was finally broken 
by a part of the group which, through selfishness, 
gained control of the means of production and 
compelled the other people to be servants and 
slaves. Thus exploitation and classes came into 
being and the history of man since that time has 
been one of class struggle. 


Marx believed that all values are created by the 
manual workers of the world. The value of every 
article depends on the amount of labor needed to 
produce it. On this he built his idea of profits, 
saying that all profits rightly belong to the worker 
for he produced ‘the article from which profit is 
made. Marx ridiculed the idea that the lender, 
the renter, and the business executive labored 
also to produce the article and to distribute it. 
He did not feel that such had any right to the sur- 
plus remaining when all laboring costs were paid. 


Out of this reasoning came Marx’s idea of ex- 
Ploitation. By that he did not mean to say that tne 
employers, the bankers, the renters, the clerks and 
Managers abused the workers, although he feit 
the workers were despised and mistreated, but 
rather that as long as the upper classes kept for 


themselves the surplus called profits they were rob- 
bing the workers, 
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I am fascinated by his faith in the industrial 
workers. In the upper classes he saw only greed, 
envy, covetousness, selfishness, waste, and inhu- 
manity, while he was blind to all of these in the 
working classes. Only the bankers, the employers, 
the renters, the churchmen, and the politicians 
were to blame. Sounds modern, does it not? 


Marx saw the 19th century as the century of the 
upper classes, the bourgeoisie, while he foresaw 
the 20th century as the century of the working 
classes, the proletariat. 


Marx believed that the industrial workers of the 
world must unite. In each land they must work for 
the weakening of government and society, Finally 
they must rise in revolt, kill off the upper classes, 
set up a dictatorship of the proletariat and begin 
the program that again would restore mankind to 
a society in which there will be no government, 
no classes, and no exploitation. He condemned all 
private property, all traditions, customs, and insti- 
tutions of the non-communistic nations, saying, 
that all these merely represented the means where- 
by the upper classes held the workers in subjection. 
That is why he said that religion is the opiate of 
the people. 


A 19th century rhymster has given us this por- 
trait of a communist: 


“What is a communist? One that has yearnings 
For equal division of unequal] earnings. 

Idler or bungler, or both, he is willing 

To put up his penny and pocket your shilling.” 


This then is the Marxian goal: world revolution, 
the destruction of all capitalistic nations and 
the effacing of all evidences of liberty, the free 
enterprise system, free representative government, 
free speech, free press, free assembly, sanctity of 
properiy, the church, and all who represent these 
forces in society. Communists must work to weak- 
en nations, and at the right time, overthrow them 
and possess them. They must not permit the em- 
ployer to live peaceably with his employees. They 
must not permit people to trust the history books 
or their own contemporary governing bodies. They 
must distort history and education to the advantage 
of the communist cause. They must high light 
inequalities and injustices far beyond their normal 
significance. They must create misunderstand- 
ings between classes and nations, They must pre- 
sent communism as the only superior, faultless, 
safe and sane way of life, the ideal toward which 
the whole history of mankind moves. 


We must keep in mind that the communism 
we deal with today is not pure Marxian sociology, 
but Russian. Russia has operated under Marx’s 
ideals and has found that all that glitters is not 
gold in Das Kapital and the Manifesto. Permit 
me to indicate a few departures: 


1. Marx felt that currency was only a means 
whereby the upper classes exploited the working 
classes. In the early days of the revolution efforts 
were made to ignore money and return to the 
old system of barter, but it was soon discovered 
that in a world like ours money is of primary im- 
portance. Russia is still trying to get her hands 
on more American dollars and English pounds. 


2. Marx’s view of the perfections of the working 
classes no longer holds. Russia has discovered that 
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it takes more than workers to run either a business 
or a government, and that the executive in busi- 
ness, the professional man, the manager, is not 
an idle worthless person as Marx assumed. Head 
work has become more important in Russia than 
hand work. In fact, the Russian system as of to- 
day is based on the government’s complete mis- 
trust of the workers. That is why they are dis- 
ciplined and controlled with such finesse, such 
threatening finesse. 


3. The Marxian idea that workers would work for 
little or nothing as long as the state owned the 
means of production has not proven correct. 
Men need concrete incentives before they will con- 
tribute their best abilities and powers in the in- 
terest of production. The working man asks first, 
“What do I get out of this?” and only after he 
feels that he is getting something he wants does 
he proceed to work in the interest of the state. 


This is the rock that has broken and destroyed 
the favorite axiom of communism, “From every 
man according to his ability, and to every man ac- 
cording to his need.” It does not work that way 
in Russia. Those who can get, get all they can 
and leave the rest to the tender mercies of the 
state, 


4. Marx made equality one of the major char- 
acteristics of his perfect state. There must be no 
differences in pay, in privileges, in prestige and 
favors. That is not modern Russia. Take wages 
for example, The unskilled worker receives about 
100 rubles a month, the industrial worker about 
400, the office worker about 500, the engineer 
about 2,000 and the plant manager 2,400 to 3,000. 
The workers who do skilled work live in better 
houses than those who do unskilled work, and the 
engineers, the writers and high officials possess 
privileges, living quarters, and benefits not ac- 
corded any other group. The private in the army 
gets about 20 rubles a month, the sergeant 130, 
while the colonel gets about 2,400. A few citizens 
are fortunate enough to own watches, automobiles, 
and radios, but they are the exceptions and belong 
to the favored circles of society. 


It is in this area of the subject that I am mysti- 
fied! Why should American workers or intellec- 
tuals, being better off than any other people on 
earth, having more freedom and material posses- 
sions, desire to follow Russia or to think her 
economy and government superior to ours. For an 
American to desire to be a communist is like a 
well person asking to become diseased. 


It is significant, and should be meaningful to us 
all, that people in Europe living near Communist 
states are much less interested in the Utopian 
promises of Russia than people who live in districts 
farther removed from Russian territory. It is also 
significant that, according to Dr. Darby Fulton, 
recently back from China, it is rare to find a per- 
son leaving free territory to enter Communist 
territory to establish residence. It is not at all 
unusual to find a steady stream of people leaving 
the Communist territories to enjoy the freedom 
and sanity of non-Communist areas. 


5. Marx believed that in the worker’s state the 
majority would always know exactly what to do. 
He believed in pure democracy. Russia calls herself 
a democracy, because, the leaders rationalize, the 
majority of the people want this kind of govern- 
ment and elect us as their leaders, But the Rus- 
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sians have discovered that democracy is not pras. 
tical. You cannot call the people together ey, 
time you want to do something and have them 
vote, nor can you have faith in the actions of thoy 
who without long and serious thought vote ip 
favor of this or that. Russia has withdrawn her 
support from the wishes of the majority. Russia 
today means government by the few at the top 
who plan the life of the nation, They tell the peo. 
ple and no questions are asked by those outside 
high positions. : 


America is not a democracy, Ours is a republie, 
The founding fathers were careful to protect us 
against the aimless, untaught wishes of the people, 
As Alexander Hamilton declared, “We are now 
forming a republican government. Real liberty is 
neither found in despotism nor the extremes of 
democracy, but in moderate governments.” Ou 
government is not so much a government of men 
as of laws. We work on the assumption that it 
is better for the people to pick those in whom they 
have faith and then trust them to enact those 
laws and advocate those procedures that will work 
for the benefit of all. No sensible American 
desires pure democracy or democracy as they 
know it in Russia today. 


6. Marx placed great value on the trade union 
concept, but the trade unions in Russia today ar 
lifeless organizations as far as their having any 
authority is concerned. They cannot criticize the 
policies of the government. They may talk about 
the problems of their own jobs and the plant where 
in they work. And they dare not strike. 


7. Marx also presents his system as being more 
thoughtful of the health and happiness of men than 
a capitalistic system. Does Russia prove it? I pre 
sume that there are at least 18,000,000 people in 
the labor gangs of Russia today, men and women 
condemned to slavery because they did not co 
operate in the Russian experiment or were made 
the victims of spite and scapegoatism, The con- 
centration camps of Russia today have been 
hidden from the eyes of all visitors, but escapees 
tell a story of horror which surpasses the dreadful 
deeds of Germany. 


In addition to these who live slave existences 
as forced labor there are those others, the strong 
and young, who are also organized into labor gangs 
and sent to various parts of the country, whither 
most of them have no desire to go! 


Kravchenko in his book, “I Choose Freedom” 
tells of the mismanagement of human affairs in 
the building of new plants and cities. Nothing m 
our western history is comparable! 


Thomas Moore was wiser and more honest than 
Marx for he portrayed his Utopia as a state built 
on slave labor so that the other citizens could have 
time to be Utopian. That is Russia today. 


8. Most socialists feel that taxes are a charge 
against the many in favor of the few. We in = 
nessee are kicking about our new two per = 
sales tax. Thank the goodness of providence - 
you are not in Russia. There there is a tax of 7 
per cent on wheat and rye, 60 to 72 per cent 4 
butter, pork and beef, 85 per cent on sugar, all 
so On. 


There is one Russian idea Congress will likely 
adopt. The Russians have a six per cent incom 
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tax on unmarried men between the ages of 20 and 
45, and on childless couples. That might even be 
a new source of revenue for Nashville. 


9, Marx talked about a governmentless, classless 
society, a state of free, happy, prosperous people, 
and yet in Russia the 5 million members of the 
Communist party contro] through police power and 
drastic, direct punishments a nation of nearly 200,- 
000,000! Russia is the most exploited country in 
the world, the exploiters being the Commies. 


10. Marx was greatly concerned over the waste 
of men and materials in capitalistic countries, 
but Russian escapees and others who know the 
inside story on the economics of the Soviet tell a 
tale of waste of both money and men that makes 
our own indifference to prodigality a thing of 
frugality. 


That Russia has made giant steps of progress in 
the last thirty years no one will deny. That she is 
still a backward, uncivilized, non-modern nation all 
should admit. What progress is there is the direct 
result of American and British know-how and 
technical skill. We have lifted her by her boot- 
straps—literally ! 


If the situation were merely one wherein she 
differed from us in form of government my words 
to you would be meaningless. But the difference 
is more than that. She is not merely a neighbor 
who says and does things in a way that is strange 
to us, rather she comes into our back yards, our 
front yards, our homes, our businesses, our gov- 
ernments to distort truth and compel us to be as 
strange as she is! It is like throwing fire into straw 
and expecting the straw to defeat the fire. 


I say to you on this anniversary occasion that 
Russia is to be feared. Many Americans do not 
think so, but I do not see how anyone can read 
the story of the spy disclosures in Canada, the 
trials of government workers charged with sub- 
versive activities, the firing and the sudden resig- 
nation of communists in our state department, 
without serious apprehension. 


That there is a spy ring at work here is a 
proven fact. That there are about 100,000 regis- 
tered communists in the United States, and that 
each communist has about ten fellow-travellers, 
is accepted by the F.B.I. and should be accepted 
by us all. That every communist and fellow-travel- 
ler must do all he can to confuse us, bewilder us, 
becloud issues, keep our legislators from function- 
ing properly and profitably, foment strikes and 
disturbances throughout the land and weaken our 
faith in our constitution and our system of econ- 
omy goes without question, These people are here 
to cripple us now, steal our scientific discoveries 
and inventions, ferret into all secret plans for 
national defense, and transfer such information to 
Russian headquarters. America is in danger. 


Of course Mr. Henry Wallace contends that we 
who fear communism and talk about it really 
fear democracy. He says that we are merely 
dodging serious social issues in our own society, 
talking against foreign dangers while —— 
domestic dangers. He and others would counci 
us to do nothing about Russia, But that has been 
our policy! We have said “naughty, naughty” to 
Russia time after time, and through our unwilling- 
hess or inability to act with decision she has taken 
over more and more of the world and has con- 
solidated her world against ours. 


The time for bungling is over. Kiplinger in his 
recent Washington News Letter says that the next 
90 days will be of tremendous significance in world 
history. Certainly the next three years will be. 
Something big is brewing and we, the American 
— are almost as indifferent as we are im- 
potent. 


What is necessary for this day? 


1, We must send more than food to Europe. 
Europe is lost in fear. She is not ignorant of the 
necessity of rebuilding and replanting. She is not 
ignorant of her many, many needs. The fact is that 
she sees no point in rebuilding and planting on a 
continent which can be taken over by Russia at a 
moment’s notice. Every Frenchman knows that 
the Russian armies can march to the English Chan- 
nel in two weeks any time they decide to make 
the move. Europe cannot rebuild and return to 
normal until there stands between the free nations 
and the Soviet a mighty military force that will 
compel Russia to keep her word and will give a 
note of sanity and safety to those who have known 
so great suffering, 


We have three divisions of green troops in 
Europe against Russia’s 93, and against Russian 
reserves of over 200 additional divisions. Our total 
strength today is 14 divisions against Russia’s 203, 
about 3,000 fighting planes against her 14,000. 


Food and fuel and clothing are necessary for 
the people of Europe, but their greatest need is 
for an army and an air force strong enough to 
give them some guarantee of safety from the Rus- 
sian hordes. 


2. We need also to launch forth on the building 
of a standing army of a million and one-half men, 
equipped with the latest weapons of war. We need 
a military training program for the youth of 
America, not in terms of large land armies, but 
in terms of technical skills, and in terms of the 
proper procedures to follow when bombs and flying 
torpedoes fall on American soil, We need through- 
out our land a means of building the framework 
of armies which can be filled rapidly in a national 
crisis. Our world is not a disarmed world. Our 
world is not a safe world, until we have made more 
progress toward understanding, peace, and dis- 
armament, it is our cardinal duty to be ready for 
war. Our most essential need today is for an air 
force and a navy and a standing army that can 
put steel behind our words. 


8. Let Christians cease giving “pink” support to 
the Red movement! 


I emphasize this phase of the situation because 
force is the only language Mr. Stalin and the 
Russians understand. 


Edgar Snow in his book, “The Pattern of Soviet 
Power,” tells of a dinner given at the Kremlin. 
During the meal Mr. Stalin arose and offered a 
toast, using the occasion to criticize the British 
intelligence services. The British naval attache sat 
silent, his face red with embarrassment and anger, 
but not so Captain John Duncan of the United 
States Navy. He arose and said, 


“What the premier has just said about the im- 
portance of intelligence services is all very 
true, but in order to be effective, an intelli- 
gence officer has to have the cooperation of 
his allies, Here in Russia it is my duty to 
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coHect information useful to the winning of: 
the war against our common enemy, yet I have 
found nobody to help me do that job.” 


Duncan sat down, and the room was silenced. 
When Mr. Stalin heard the translation of the re- 
marks he smiled, got up, walked over to John 
Duncan, clicked glasses with him, and said, 


“Now here is a man I understand. He says 
exactly what he is thinking. I like a man like 
that. Captain Duncan, from now on I will be 
your intelligence officer.” 


I am sure Mr. Stalin gave John Duncan little in- 
formation, but the story illustrates my point, it is 
time we told the Russians what we are thinking, 
and when we tell it, let us tell it boldly and back 
it up! 


Time is the most precious commodity we now 
possess. I do not know whether there is still time 
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for us to take those steps which are imperative to 
our safety and the ordering of the life of the 
world. I hope there is still time. 


I speak of these matters today because all of ys 
must become more conscious of the menace of 
communism in these United States. Every area of 
our national life has been infiltrated by the spies 
of the Soviet. We must take action. Especially js 
this essential to all Christians. We are the repre. 
sentatives of civilization at its best. We have in 
our keeping those truths which alone can build a 
better world. We are the hope of this land which 
now lies under the sign of Jonah, We must ac- 
quaint ourselves with the facts of the red horizon 
and then live and work for liberty and for God. 


The horizon is red. Shall it be the red that is the 
prelude to darkness or the red that is promise of 
a new day? We, and we alone, can produce the 
answer. God give us wisdom, God give us courage. 
God give us time. 








The Book Of Jeremiah (I) 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the sixteenth in the series of articles on Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
bew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The second of the written or latter prophecies 
bears the name of Jeremiah, a man who was both 
prophet and priest. The prophecy is distinguished 
by a style all its own. It is majestic, beautiful, 
sweeping and enchanting. The prophet often em- 
ploys certain literary devices which give a majestic 
sweep to the style. He furthermore allows the 
reader to learn:much of himself, and one cannot 
read this remarkable writing without coming to 
know the man who wrote it. 


The Life Of Jeremiah 


In the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah 
the word of the Lord first came to Jeremiah, 
five years before the discovery of ihe Book of 
the Law in the Temple. Jeremiah continued his 
ministry throughout the remaining eighteen years 
of Josiah’s reign, the three months under Jehoahaz, 
the eleven years of Jehoiakim, three months of 
Jehoiachin and eleven years and five months under 
Zedekiah. Altogether, therefore, he labored about 
forty-one years during the last days of the em- 
pire of Judah, Even after the destruction of the 
southern kingdom, however, he continued to pro- 
phesy. As Isaiah may be considered the great 
prophet of the eighth century B.C., so Jeremiah 
may be regarded as the great prophet of tne 
seventh century. Both of these men exercised a 
long ministry. 


A short distance to the north east of Jerusalem, 
perhaps an hour’s walk over a stony path, brings 
one to the little village of Anathoth, in the land 
of Benjamin. Today this village, known as Anata, 
is but a cluster of small stone houses. Yet it was 
here that the word of the Lord first came to 
Jeremiah, The revelation occurred in the thirteenth 


year of Josiah. (i.e., about 627 B.C.) when Jere- 
miah was but a youth (possibly twenty years of 
age). In response to the call, the prophet replied: 
“Ah, Lord God! behold I cannot speak: for I am a 
child.” (Jer. 1:6). Thus, we meet the man and be- 
hold him humbly conscious of his immaturity and 
lack of ability to declare the tremendous message 
of the Lord. With wondrous condescension, how- 
ever, God puts forth His hand, touching the mouth 
of the prophet and saying: “Behold, I have put my 
words in thy mouth.” (Jer. 1:9b). Jeremiah is 
placed over nations and kingdoms. “—to root out 
and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw 
down, to build and to plant.” (Jer. 1:10). 


No doubt the prophet began his ministry in 
humble fashion, living in his home at Anathoth 
and appearing in Jerusalem upon occasion to de- 
liver his messages. The king, Josiah, was a de- 
vout man and when, in the eighteenth year of his 
reign, the written law of God was discovered in the 
Temple, the king was eager to carry out the re 
forms which, in the light of the law, he believed 
to be necessary. It is not certain that the prophet 
made mention of this copy of the law, but at least 
he did preach the “words of this covenant” to 
the people (cf. Jer. 11:1-8 and 17:9-27). 


The Troublous Years 


After the death of the good king Josiah, Jere- 
miah found his ministry more difficult. The kings 
who followed Josiah were not God-fearing men. It 
was necessary to prophecy the death in captivity 
of Jehoahaz (Jer. 22:11-12). Jehoiakim was 4 
man who loved luxury and who built. “his house 
by unrighteousness and his chambers by wrong,” 
who used “his neighbor’s service without wages” 
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(Jer. 22:13; ef. verse 18). Furthermore he was a 
jover of idolatry. In the fourth year of his reign 
(the third, according to the Babylonian reckoning 
of Daniel 1:1) Nebuchadnezzar, probably desirous 
of punishing Jehoiakim for having sided with 
Egypt, came to Jerusalem and besieged it. Al- 
though he did not succeed in taking the city, he 
did take the king, some vessels from the Temple 
and captives, among whom was Daniel. This should 
have proved to be an important object lesson to 
those who trusted “in lying words, saying, The 
temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, The 
temple of the Lord, are these” (Jer. 7:4). 


Antagonism had developed against Jeremiah be- 
cause of his frank preaching, and the Lord caused 
him to write his prophecies. At some time during 
this eventful fourth year of Jehoiakim, the prophet 
collected his oracles in a book roll and “Baruch 
wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of 
the Lord, which he had spoken unto him, upon a 
roll of a book” (Jer. 36:4). These words Baruch 
read to the people in the Temple, and there seemed 
to be some signs of contrition. However the roll 
was finally read to the king, who was now re- 
turned from Babylon (at least, I am inclined to 
think that he had been carried to Babylon, cf. 
Daniel 1:1-2 which seems to support that view), 
Jehoiakim cut the roll with a penknife and burned 
it in the fire. The result was that the prophet 
was necessitated again to dictate his messages, 
“and there were added besides unto them many 
like words” (Jer. 36:32b). 


After the death of Jehoiakim Nebuchadnezar 
struck again, carrying away captive Jehoiachin 
(598 B.C.) as Jeremiah had predicted (Jer. 22:20- 
30). This siege greatly hurt the city of Jerusalem, 
for many of the nobles and the best of the people 
were also taken into captivity. Zedekiah, who was 
now upon the throne, was himself not so hostile 
toward Jeremiah as had been Jehoiakim, but 
many of those who were in the government were 
hostile, They were plotting against Babylon, a 
foolish thing to do, even when judged merely 
from the human viewpoint, and Jeremiah, the 
prophet inspired from God, was compelled to 
oppose them, telling them that the Babylonians 
would surely come and destroy the city. “And the 
Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against 
this city, and take it, and burn it with fire” 
(Jer. 37:8). Naturally this aroused opposition, 
and finally Jeremiah was imprisoned, being re- 
garded as a traitor. 


Zedekiah, however, in secret removed Jeremiah 
from his prison and remanded him to the “court 
of the prison” where he had more freedom. He 
continued preaching, and was the object of anger 
on the part of many of the leaders. They had him 
placed in a dungeon of mire (Jer.38:6) from which 
he was delivered by the influence and intercession 
of Ebed-melech, one of the king’s eunuchs, and 
Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until 
the day that Jerusalem was taken: and he was 
there when Jerusalem was taken” (Jer. 38:28). 


The conquering Babylonians treated Jeremiah 
with respect, even offering to him a choice of 
going to Babylonia or of remaining in his own 
land. He chose the latter and used his influence 
Mm urging the remaining Jews not to emigrate to 

t. They paid no heed, however, and compelled 
the prophet to go with them (Jer, 43:1 ff.). At 
Tahpahnes the Lord spake to Jeremiah, and there 
in Egypt, the aged man of God delivered his final 
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messages. There is a tradition, not well founded, 
that Jeremiah was stoned to death. Of his last 
days, however, we know nothing. Far to the east 
in Babylon were Ezekiel who as a youth had 
probably listened to Jeremiah, and Daniel, who as 
hardly more than a lad had been carried captive. 
The holy city itself was now but a heap of ruins. 
Jeremiah was in Egypt. God’s people were scat- 


tered abroad; the time of the Indignation had 
come, 


The Message Of Jeremiah 


The nature of the prophet’s ministry is expressed 
in the words which the Lord uttered to him at the 
time of his call to the prophetic office. The great 
theme that runs through Jeremiah’s messages is 
that of Judgment against Judah. This judgment 
is to come in the form of a chastisement from 
the army from the north (the Babylonians). Fur- 
thermore, this punishment will come in the near 
future. It will come, because the people are de- 
serving of punishment. They have given them- 
selves over to idolatry, to forsaking the Lord. 
Interspersed with these warnings against the 
chosen people of God are messages directed -to 
the foreign nations. 


Against this dark background of threat and 
punishment, however, there appear some of the 
most glorious Messianic prophecies of the entire 
Old Testament. Like Isaiah of the previous cen- 
tury, Jeremiah also was permitted to see Christ’s 
day. These promises are not divorced from the 
background of warning. They rather are the out- 
come of a pleading with the people to repent. For 
example, after a gracious reasoning with the re- 
bellious people, the Lord through the mouth of 
His prophet says, “Turn O backsliding children, 
saith the Lord,” (Jer. 3:14). Then follows the 
promise, “And it shall come to pass, when ye be 
multiplied and increased in the land, in those 
days, saith the Lord, they shall say no more, The 
ark of the covenant of the Lord; neither shall it 
come to mind; neither shal] they remember it; 
neither shall they visit it: neither shall that be 
done any more. At that time they shall call Jerusa- 
lem the throne of the Lord: and all the nations 
shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the Lord, 
to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more 
Seay). imagination of their evil heart” (Jer. 


In chapter 23 we have’ the promise of the 
righteous Branch, and again in chapters 31 and 
33. The climax of these Messianic promises in 
Jeremiah is perhaps the following, “In those days 
shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell 
safely: and this is the name wherewith she shall 
be ha The Lord our Righteousness” (Jer. 
33:16). 


The Prophet Himself 


It has already become apparent that the 
prophecy allows the reader to learn much of the 
character of the man who was so signally honored 
of God as to be His witness during the last days 
of the kingdom of Judah. He was evidently a man 
of great tenderness and devo.icen, yet he had to 
fulfill a hard and difficult mission. It must have 
been extremely trying for him to have uttered 
some of his prophecies (cf. 15:17ff). At times he 
even wished that he had not been born, for he has 
become a man of strife and con ention. This is 
understandable when we consider the difficulty of 





his mission. Jeremiah loved his people, yet he 
must constantly speak to them words of evil and 
of woe. What faithful servant of the Lord would 
not have suffered under such circumstances! He 
was also a man of deep and sincere religious feel- 
ing and of great faithfulness. 


In the midst of his tragic ministry how his 
heart must have rejoiced to speak of Christ, Christ 
—the one ray of hope and light in the long dark 
years of Judah’s downfall, How good God was 
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Lesson For Sept. 7: The Use 
And Abuse Of Wealth 


ptture: II Kings 








a Seri 4:8-18; Proverbs 3:9-10; 
5 11:4, 24-28; 16:8, 19; 10:11; 21:6; 22:1-2; 23:4-5; 
28:11, 20-22; Ecclesiastes 5:10, 19; James 5:1-6. 
Devotional Reading: Ecclesiastes 9:11-18. 








" We recently heard a splendid High Schoo] Com- 
> mencement Address on the subject of “Character,” 
and the speaker said that one of the surest tests 
of character is the way we handle the money that 
comes into our hands. This is certainly true. If 
money becomes our master it will be a cruel mas- 
ter, leading us into all sorts of sins and crimes, 
‘ and making our lives bitter in the worst of bond- 
age; if we make it our servant, we can use it 


to bring a blessing upon ourselves, our families, 
and all men, 
















There is no greater contrast anywhere than the 
one we find in those who possess wealth. Some 
of the finest and noblest men and women in the 
world have been the owners of much of this 
world’s goods: the list in the Bible, and out of it, 
is a long one. On the other hand, the love of money 
—covetousness—has led men to become “mon- 
sters of meanness,” guilty of almost every known 
crime,—oppressors, cheats, scoundrels, murderers. 
Then in between these two extremes, are a multi- 
tude who have wasted and abused their wealth, 
instead of using it for the glory of God and the 
benefit of their fellow men. 





















The remedy for the abuse of wealth is not found 

z, in some Satan inspired idea, like Communism. 
‘ This atheistic philosophy not only does not cure, 
it aggravates the whole problem; it increases 
poverty, lowers the standard of living, takes away 

the incentive for industry and thrift, putting 

a premium on laziness, and places what little 
wealth remains in the hands of those who are least 
qualified to use it in the right way. The Bible 
clearly recognizes the private ownership of prop- 
erty. The two commands, “Thou shalt not steal,” 

and “Thou shalt not covet,” are proof of this, 
while the many laws regulating its acquirement 


and use show how much importance God attaches 
to this subject. 

















If we would accept the teaching of the Word 
of God in the matter of the Stewardship of 
our possessions; if we always remembered that 
all we have is given us of God, then our problem 
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to His faithful servant! In the midst of many 
years of apparently fruitless work, Jeremiah was 
permitted to look beyond the years and to 

of the Lord our Righteousness. “How beautify] 
upon the mountains”—even the mountains of a 
Judah over which hung the shadow of a war cloud 
—“are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings 
of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto 
Zion, Thy God reigneth” (Isaiah 52:7). 


would be solved. The only man who can rightly 


use wealth is the man who accepts it as a sacred 
trust. 


Let us now examine our Scripture and see what 
God says: 


“A Great Woman.” II Kings 4:8-13. This beauti- 
ful incident in the life of Elisha has been an 
inspiration to many other great and wealthy wom- 
en. They, too, have had their “prophet’s cham- 
ber,” where travelling “men of God” have been 
entertained. This woman of Shunem built and 
furnished this “little chamber” where the prophet 
could turn aside and rest when he came that way. 
It seemed a small thing to do, but it was done in 
such a gracious way that it appeals to our hearts. 
She proudly refused any reward, such as pro- 
motion in the eyes of the ruler, (and let us re 
member that Elisha stood in high esteem at court), 
and said, “I dwell among mine own people.” She 
was richly repaid of God, however, as we will 


see if we read the sequel to the story in II Kings 
5:14-37. 


“Honor the Lord.” Proverbs 9:9-10. Who gives 
us wealth? Some man may say, “Nobody; I worked 
for all I have; I got it with my ‘brawn and 
brains’.” But who gave you this physical strength 
and this business ability? What do any of us 
have that we did not receive from the hand of 
the Almighty? He is the One Great Giver. 


Therefore we should do just what our text says, 
“Honor the Lord with our substance and with the 
firstfruits of all our increase.” “Them that honor 
Me, I will honor.” Many a rich man can 6ay, 
“Amen,” to this, for they have a it true. 
We have had conspicuous examples in our day 
and in our country. God still prospers the man 
wae recognizes His ownership. 


Wealth and Righteousness. Proverbs 11:4, 24-28; 
16:8, 9. It takes more than money to save a man 
in the day of wrath and judgment—or the day 
of death. “Millions of pounds for moments of 
time,” is often the thought of those who have 
plenty of money, but only a few moments to live. 
Many would spend gladly all they have to stave 
off the punishment due for their crimes. We sup- 
pose Hitler would have liked very much to have 
exchanged his hoarded wealth for life and free- 
dom but his money was of no avail in the day 
of God’s wrath. 
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“Qne man spends, and grows still richer” (Am. 
Trans. vs. 24) “I shovel out, but God shovels in, 
and His shovel is the bigger of the two,” is the 
way one man expressed it. Do not confuse stingi- 
ness with thrift—many a man is stingy and yet 
onlv brings himself to want. 


“The generous man will be rewarded.” The man 
who tries to “corner the market” and keep his 
grain for higher prices will bring a curse upon 
himself, The man who sells when people need will 
be blessed. 


“He who trusts in his riches will fall.” In other 
words, if righteousness and riches go hand in hand, 
our money will mean a blessing. 


But suppose a material blessing does not come? 
What then? “Better a little, with righteousness, 
Than great revenues with injustice” (Am. Trans. 
ys. 8). Our spiritual wealth is far more important 
than our material wealth: humility and poverty 
is better than pride and plenty. 


Wealth and Crookedness. Proverbs 20:11; 21:6. 
Children should be taught early about money. How 
thoughtless and careless we are in this! “Even 
a child is known by his deeds, 


According as his conduct is crooked or straight” 
(Am. vs. 11) and a child will learn very early in 
life to be crooked or straight in the matter of 
dollars and cents. Then in later life: 


“He who gains treasure by a lying tongue 
Is chasing a vapor to snares of death.” 


How much money is gotten today by lying 
tongues! “Chasing vapors” is the favorite pastime 
of professional racketeers. What a terrible fate 
is theirs! 


Enduring Wealth. Proverbs 22:1, 2; 23:4, 5. 
There have been those who have “sold out,” who 
have traded their good names for gold. What poor 
bargains they made! “Judas” might have had a 
“good name” but it is almost a synonym for 
treachery; Benedict Arnold might have had a name 
honored by the side of Washington, if he had kept 
his integrity. Robert E. Lee said, when tempted to 
sell his name: “Gentlemen, I have nothing left but 
my good name, and that is not for sale.” 


The Lord made both rich and poor; they are 
the same in His sight. He looks beneath the 
outward appearance: He is concerned with the 
heart. A man clothed in rags may be worth more 
to Him than the man in broadcloth. 


Only one sort of wealth endures—wealth of 
tharacter—spiritual riches; those who are rich 
toward God. Why be so foolish as to spend all our 
time and energy accumulating that which “scarcely 

ve you set your eyes upon it, when it is gone; 
for riches make themselves wings, Like an eagle 
that flies toward the heavens.” 


Dangers of Wealth. Proverbs 28:11, 20-22. 
A rich man is apt to be conceited—to be “wise 


in his own eyes,” when his poorer neighbor may 
have far more sense. 


kt To “get rich quick” is a very dangerous thing. 


often leads to sin and punishment. Many a man 


landed in the penitentiary for life who “made 
to be rich.” 


Vanity of the Love of Money. Ecclesiastes 
5:10-17. “He who loves money will not be satisfied 
with money; nor he who loves riches with gain. 
This too is vanity.” How true are these words! 


A Terrible Picture of Wicked Rich men. James 
5:1-6. We have some like these today. Woes will 
come upon them as upon Hitler. 


oo 


Lesson For Sept. 14: The Wisdom 
Of Harmonious Living 


Scripture: Proverbs 3:27-31; 15:1,4,18; 17:22; 
18:24; 19:22; 22:25-26; 25:18, 21-22; 26:20-21; 
27:10; Matthew 5:9; James 3:17. Devotional Read- 
ing: Proverbs 15:1-16. 


One of the greatest problems we have to face 
today is this problem of living together in peace 
and harmony, It is a world-wide problem; and 
our world is much smaller and much bigger than 
it used to be. It is an internal problem; one that 
has to do with the hearts and minds of men. The 
writer well remembers the remark of one of the 
soldiers who came back from World War. I. He 
said, “there will never be peace in Europe; those 
people hate each other too bitterly.” As we read 
our papers today we are forced to feel that this 
hatred has been intensified rather than lessened. 


In studying our lesson and pondering these wise 
words as to how to live together as neighbors let 
us remember that the problem goes deeper than 
the brain. Most people know the rules; the hard 
part is to get them to follow the rules. 


What the world needs is not more knowledge, 
but more love. Knowledge puffs up; love builds 
up. If we ever learn to live in peace, either, as 
individuals or as nations, the lesson will be taught 
by love. And it must be God’s love and the power 
of His Spirit radically changing the hearts of men. 
If it takes all the grace that God can give, simply 
to live, how can we expect those who have none 
of that grace to live together in peace. 


The wisdom that we need is the wisdom that 
comes down from above, not the kind that comes 
from the shallow brains of even the wisest of 
earth’s philosophers. We are studying the Inspired 
Wisdom of the Word; may we pray for the power 
of the Spirit to accompany His Word! 


Some Important “Nots’”’: Proverbs 3:2'7-31. There 
are some things a wise neighbor will not do, if he 
wishes to get along with others: (1) “Withhold not 
good.” If we have the means and power, we 
must not neglect to do what we can for others. 
(2) “Say not.” When our neighbor comes to beg 
or borrow, do not say to him, “tomorrow”; if you 
have on hand today, why worry him with this de- 
lay? (3) “Devise not evil.” Plot to mischief 
against the one who lives in confidence beside 
you. (4) “Strive not.” Do not pick a quarrel with 
someone who has done you no harm. (5) “Envy 
not.” If your neighbor is prospering through op- 
pression, do not envy him. 


These are some mighty good things not to do. 
If kept, these precepts would give us a good start 
in harmonious living. Pray for the power to 
obey these wise injunctions! 


A “Wholesome” or “Soothing” Tongue. Proverbs 
15:1-4, 25:18; 26:20-21. Such a tongue is a wonder- 
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ful asset to any community: a soft answer, or 
harsh words; what a tremendous difference these 
make in a neighborhood! A soothing tongue or 
wild words: the one is like a balm laid on a 
wound, the other like salt rubbed in the raw flesh. 


In this connection we wish to use two more of 
our selections. In Proverbs 25:18 we are told 
that a man that beareth false witness against his 
neighbor “is a maul, and a sword and a sharp 
arrow.” How much damage can be done by a 
lying tongue! In 26:20-21 we have the talebearer 
and the contentious man. Gossip and contention 
can ruin any community. 


“A Happy Heart is a Healing Medicine”: Pro- 
verbs 17:22. Happiness is contageous. How much 
sunshine can be caused by one happy heart! We 
have read of a beautiful incident where a dis- 
couraged and broken-hearted woman was inspired 
to a contented and triumphant life by hearing a 
little child singing to her doll, ‘Let us shine, you 
in your corner, and I in mine.” Many a sad and 
wounded soul has been healed by a happy heart. 
May we be like this healing medicine in our neigh- 
borhood! 


True and False Friendship: Proverbs 18:24, We 
were struck with the American Translation of this 
verse: “There are friends who play at friendship; 
and there is a friend who sticks closer than a 
brother.” Let us be true friends, not the sort that 
make a mockery of this holy relationship. Jona- 
than did not “‘play at friendshin’; he stripped 
himself to give all he had to David. He was a 
friend who stuck to David closer than his own 
brothers. He is a tyne of the Great Friend and 
Brother Who loves His own unto the end, and 
lays down His life for His friends. “There is not 
a friend like the lowly Jesus. No, not one; No, not 
one.” Jesus never “played at friendship.” 


Kindness: Proverbs 19:22; 25:21-22. Kindness 
is love in action. We expect a man to be kind to 
his friends. In 25:21-22, (quoted by Paul in Ro- 
mans 12:20) we have kindness to our enemies. Let 
us always keep in mind that the Bible is God’s 
Bock all the way through. Some of the most 
tender and love-filled passages are found in the 
Old Testament, Love is the fulfilling of the law, 
and love is the heart of the Gospel. 


The Hot-Tempered Man: Proverbs 15:18; 22:24- 
25. 


“A passionate man stirs up discord; 


But a patient man allays strife.” 
(Am. Trans.) 


What a picture we have in Pilgrim’s Progress of 
the two children, Patience and Passion! “Passion 
would have ali her good things now, but Patience 
is willing to wait.” A passionate, hot-tempered man 
can keep a whole community in turmoil, but the 
patient man calms things down. We always “have 
need of patience, but in our dealings with our 
neighbors how great is that need! 


“Form no friendship with a hot tempered man, 
And with a passionate man go not; 

Lest you learn his ways, 

And get yourself into a snare.” 


Many a man has gotten himself into “hot water’ 
because he had a hot-tempered friend. Self-control 
for the Christian means Christ-control, for it is God 
alone Who can give us mastery over theze tempers 


of ours. God does not give us a spirit of fear, 
but of power and of love and of a sound mind—. 
self-control. 


Neighbors and Brothers: Proverbs 27:10. You 
must never forsake a real friend, for sometimes 
the ties of friendship are closer than blood ties, 
This was true in David’s case. Our “brothers” 
are sometimes “far away” from us; we dare not 
appeal to them in time of calamity. “Better is a 
neighbor near at hand than a brother far away.” 


Peacemaker: Matthew 5:9. “Blessed are the 
peacemakers.” This Beatitude is true whether these 
are peacemakers between individuals; families, or 
nations. If we follow the things which make for 


peace we will go a long ways towards having 
harmonious living, 


But real peace must start within. 
“Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin— 
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within.” 


Until we have it within, we cannot spread it 
abroad, The trouble with so many would-be peace- 
makers is that they have never found in Christ 
the peace of God which passes all understanding. 
If the men who gather around our Peace-Confer- 
ence tables had this peace in their hearts, then 


they could really help to bring it to our troubled 
world. 


Wisdom From Above: James 3:17. This wisdom 
is first of all, PURE. Purity of heart and life is 
the best foundation for harmonious living. Then, 
Peaceable, Gentle, (considerate), Easy to be en- 
treated, (Willing to yield). Full of mercy, (com- 
passion), Good deeds, Without partiality, (Whole- 
hearted), Without hypocrisy, (straightforward). 


If all of us had this kind of wisdom we would 
have happy families, happy communities, a happy 
nation and a happy world. Would not this be The 
Verse to hang up in the room where our Peace 
Conferences are held? 


The Kind Of Prayer 
God Hears 


What are the requisites of that prayer which 
is acceptable to God, and which He will hear? 
To this important question the Heidelberg Cate- 
chism answers: “First, that we from the heart 
pray to the one true God only, who hath mani- 
fested Himself in His Word, for all things He 
hath commanded us to ask of Him: secondly, that 
we rightly and thoroughly know our need and 
misery, that so we may deeply humble ourselves 
in the presence of His divine majesty; thirdly, that 
we be fully persuaded, that He, notwithstanding 
we are unworthy of it, will, for the sake of Christ 
our Lord, certainly hear our prayer, as He has 
promised us in His Word.” 


What Is True Faith? 


“True faith,” says the Heidelberg Ca‘echism, “Is 
not only a certain knowledge whereby I hold for 
truth all that God has revealed to us in His Word, 
but also an assured confidence, which the Holy 
Ghost works by the gospel, in my heart; that not 
only to others, but to me also, remission of sin, 
everlasting righteousness, and salvation are freely 
riven by God, merely of grace, only for the sake 
of Christ’s merits.” 
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PROVIDING FOR OUR OWN 


At the 1947 Meeting of the Presbyterian Educational] Association of the South the work of our 
Church in the field of Christian Education was carefully considered and hopeful plans were pro- 
jected. The Theological Section of the Association called attention to vital facts too often ever- 
looked by our busy people. They declared: 


1. Their deep appreciation of the work done by our own Presbyterian Colleges. These institutions, 
unlike some outside and ambitious colleges, do not commercialize such sacred words as “Bible,” 
“Faith,” “Prayer,” “Fundamentalism,” but they do believe in and teach the Bible as the Word of 
God, exhibit their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, look to the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe for His 
guidance and power, and hold and teach and exemplify in the lives of administration, faculty and 
students the great truths of the Christian Religion revealed in God’s Word. 


2. Their conviction that our Candidates for the Ministry should be encouraged to attend our 
Presbyterian Colleges, Determined efforts are being made by some to guide our youth to colleges 
which are loud in claiming exclusive right to loyalty and confidence. It would be a strange thing if. 
the Presbyterian Church which founded, supports and owns and controls its colleges did not hold 
them to the truth as it is in Jesus, better than any of the independent institutions which have not 
authoritative church control, but are owned and directed by individuals or minor sects. 


3. Their belief, founded on broad experience, that our future ministers who must have a large 
part in shaping the future of the Kingdom of God, need the viewpoint of the Church, and the edu- 
cation which our colleges offer. Some institutions—called colleges, universities, Bible schools and 
training institutes—are inculcating doctrines repudiated by the Presbyterian Church and we believe 
founded on false interpretations of the Bible. They are fostering beliefs and prejudices that seem 
foreign to the Christian spirit and are proving divisive in the home, church, and community. 


4. Their concern for the proper training of the future ministry of the Church. The Presbyterian 
Church is an educating church. It has demanded an educated ministry. Some of these ambitious in- 
stitutions, which are making strenuous efforts to train our ministers, represent low academic stan- 
dards and are neglecting the necessary foundations of a broad, liberal college course—frequently 
substituting courses that should be taught in the Seminary. Woodrow Wilson wisely said: “You can- 
not make a philosopher out of a sophomore.” 


What of the future of the Churches? One of the “independent,” personal institutions declares it 
is now “training 600 candidates for the ministry.” These must look largely to Presbyterian, Metho- 
dist, Baptist, Disciple and other Churches for support during their student days and for future 
fields of service, As they thus secure calls to these churches they go inadequately equipped, know- 
ing little, and caring less, about church institutions and seek to turn students and financial] support 
to outside agencies and institutions. 
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The efforts referred to above are being made by many who are expert in propaganda and who in 
some instances have misled some of the devoted men and women in the various churches. They also 
have behind them strong, independent organizations and publications which are spending large sums 
to divert students and financial] support from our own and other churches. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION 


Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary Dr. William H. Hopper, Treasurer 


410 Urban Building — Louisville (2) Kentucky 
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Vesper Topics For 


September 
Introduction For The Month 


A few years ago people were debating whether 
or not the teachings of Jesus are true or not, but 
today people seem to be more interested in wheth- 
er or not we dare try to live by them in such a 
hostile world. 


Behind such talk is a wrong idea about the Chris- 
tian and his living. A Christian is not a person 
who does one thing and does not do other things. 
A Christian is one who has been born again by 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and his living is the 
normal expression of the life he has received from 
the Lord Jesus Christ, Christians must first be 
something and then live consistently, not seem 
to be something by the things they do. 


But just because we are all humans we do not 
always behave as human beings ought to behave, 
and just because we are Christians does not mean 
that we always will behave as Christians. So 
Christ has given us a portrait of what a Christian 
is and how a person who is this will act. This 
portrait is found in what we call “The Sermon on 
the Mount.” Many people have misunderstood the 
Sermon on the Mount. Some have held the idea 
that the Sermon on the Mount is a set of rules 
that we must follow to be saved, and others have 
felt that it would not work in our every day world 
and have cast its teachings over to some future day 
when the Kingdom of God be fully come. Both 
these views miss the point. The Sermon gives us a 
description of a righteous man and how he be- 
haves. If we have been made righteous in Christ it is 
a normal thing that we shall live in this manner 
also. 


For the first three Sunday evenings of this 
month we shall look at some of the chief char- 
acteristics of a righteous character and see how we 
who are children of God should behave. Our com- 
mittee has phrased the topics in the form of a 
question, “Dare we follow Jesus in this?” Perhaps 
we should answer the question by turning each of 
these around and saying that as children of God 
we normally should behave and live this way; 
therefore can we dare not follow Jesus in this. 

—_@——— 


Sept. 7: Dare We Follow Jesus In 
Finding True Happiness? 


Introduction 


All during the years of our lives in which we 
have been interested in stories we have always 
liked those stories that come to an end when 
the hero and heroine get together and the story 
closes with the sentiment, “and they lived happily 
ever after.” But in real life we have found that 
actually the point where the stories say they lived 
happily ever after is the very point where so many 
people begin to be dreadfully unhappy. In fact 
those who know today tell us that there are very, 
very few really happy people. Many people have 
health, wealth, family, friends, prestige, power, 


all the things that we think make for happiness 
and yet they are very unhappy, many so much 50 
that they take their own lives. Somewhere along 
the line we have missed the formula for real happi- 
ness, 


When we turn to the life and teaching of the 
Christ whom Christians own as Lord we hear Him, 
as He begins His public ministry, describing the 
person who is happy. We then look to the lives of 
those who own Him as Savior and call Him Lord, 
but of all those who acknowledge Him with their 
lips we find very few who are seeking happiness in 
the way he laid down. Most Christians seek happi- 
ness in exactly the same way that people + 
never knew Christ do and then wonder why they 
end up just as unhappy as they. Let us take the 
opening words of the Sermon on the Mount and 
study the happy man as described by our Lord. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Matthew 5:1-12) 


A. The Inward Condition of the Righteous, 
Happy Man. Verses 1-6. 


1. Poverty of Spirit. Verse 3. The world says 
that we must get all that we can and keep it if 
We are to be happy. Christ says that the happy 
man is the one who knows that he has nothing 
spiritually and wants only what God gives. 


2. Earnestness of Spirit. Verse 4. The world says 
that we must get all the pleasure that we can, stay 
as far away from all pain as we can, and be care- 
ful not to sin so much we suffer or be so good 
we can’t have any fun. Christ says that we must 
take sin and suffering seriously. 


3. Submission of Spirit. Verse 5. The world says 
that we must stand up for our rights, do as we 
please and not let anybody put anything over on 
us, Christ says that we are not to worry about our 
own rights and pleasures but be yielded in spirit 
to the Lord. 


4, Craving of Spirit. Verse 6. The world says that 
we must satisfy our appetites for food, sex, 
beauty, and pleasure. Christ says that only as we 
crave God’s righteous first and foremost can we 
ever be satisfied. 


B. The Outward Behavior of the Righteous, 
Happy Man. Verse 7-12. 


1. Merciful in Attitude. Verse 7. The man who 
is poor of spirit knows that he can have nothing 
save by the forgiving grace of God; therefore 
when he has known. that grace he will be merciful 
on others. 


2. Pure in Heart. Verse 8. The man who has 
taken sin earnestly will soon come to purity of 
heart. 


3. Peaceful in Influence. Verse 9. When Wwe 
have submitted to the will of God to live for Him 
instead of for our own rights our lives will have 
in them the things that make for peace, 
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4. Consecrated in Life. Verses 1-12. The man 
who craves righteousness can only satisfy that 
craving as he exercises that desire in righteous 
acts, and when we live righteously we are bound 
to stir up trouble among those who live un- 
righteously and hate righteousness. 


Notice the progress here. If ever we are to be 
saved and become children of God we must become 
poor in spirit by realizing that we have nothing 
of merit and value before God. When we do we 
will mourn because we take sin seriously, yet have 
nothing with which to deal with sin. But when 
Christ is offered to us in the Gospel we will re- 
ceive Him and submit to the will of God. When we 
do we who have loved sin and hated righteousness 
will now crave righteousness. And as we seek to 
live righteously as children of God our lives will 
bring forth fruit in attitude and deed according 
to our God’s attitude toward us as we have found 
it in Christ—merciful, pure, peaceful, and com- 
lete. 

, Suggestions 


In these words Christ has described for us a 
happy man, for the word “blessed” means happy 
deep down inside. There is no other pathway to 
happiness. Let each one in the group bring their 
Bibles, have different ones read the verses under 
each heading of the outline, and then give the 
meaning, contrast it with common ideas about us, 
and apply it to the lives of the group. It means 
study, but this great Sermon of our Lord deserves 
the best study we can give it. 


Sept. 14: Dare We Follow Jesus 
In Learning Sincerity? 


Instruction 


In the House of Cornelius, when he had seen 
Gentiles believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and give 
evidence that the Holy Spirit had come upon them, 
Peter said “Of a truth I perceive that God is no 
respecter of persons.” (Acts 10:34) The word 
translated “respecter of persons” is the word 
“faces” in the original. This leads us to a modern 
paraphrase of the expression, “God is not fooled 
by the front we put up.” Most of us put up a front 
and seek to appear something that we are not, 
in order to stand in with the person or group we 
are seeking to impress, People can be fooled by 
the front we put up, but God can’t. 


When Christ came into the world the people of 
His day were putting up many different fronts, 
they were trying to appear to be something that 
they were not. The God who has made us has 
made us all of one piece, and if we try to be some- 
thing that we are not, if we want the good and 
go on being bad, or if we want the bad and go on 
trying to be good, we then have a division within 
our personalities and we are unhappy. We can not 
serve God and mammon, we can not serve God 
and self, We must have a master passion that we 
sincerely follow. 


In the Sermon on the Mount we hear Jesus 
Vividly describing people who were suffering 
from this tension within, Let us see what He had 
to say in order that we be sure we are not in- 
sincerely going through our religious profession. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Matthew 6:1-18) 
1. We are insincere in our good deeds. Verses 
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1-4. Christ says that often we do our beautiful 
good deeds from a divided motive—we give to 
God but we want to be careful to be seen of men. 


2. We are insincere in our prayer habits. Verses 
5:15. Christ says that often we pray to be heard 
by God, but we are very careful to see that we are 
overheard by men. 


3. We are insincere in our sacrificial services. 
Verses 16-18. Christ says that often when we fast, 
and fasting represents any of those things that 
we do sacrificially for Christ, we fast before God 
but we are very careful that people see and marvel 
at how pious we are. 


Christ says that good deeds, prayer and sacri- 
ficial service are all a part of our religious prac- 
tises, but if our heart is not fixed on God in love, 
if we are more interested in being seen of men, 
if we are simply trying to satisfy what we feel we 
owe to God, then it is better if we don’t even go 
through the motions of doing these good things. 


Suggestion 


This thing called sincerity is an interesting thing 
to study. The church suffers and is weakened be- 
cause all too many of her members are insincere, 
they pray on their knees on Sunday and prey on 
their neighbors on Monday. On the other hand, 
some of the greatest crimes of history have been 
committed by those who were sincere, but sin- 
cerely wrong, The great need of our day is for men 
and women who are not only sincere, but sincere 
in the truth. Thinking primarily about spiritual 
truth in Christ this program should be a study 
of not only how to be sincere, but how to know 
that we are sincerely right, You can study the 
steps in one, two, three order in our Scripture 
lesson to find out wherein you might be failing 
in sincerity. Here are some tests that will help 
to know that you are sincerely right: 


1. What does the Bible say about it? 


2. What has the church said about it down 
through the vears? 


3. What do my Christian friends say about it? 


4. What has happened to other folks who have 
done the same thing? 


5. Am I willing to follow the right as it is made 
known, come what will, cost what it may to me? 
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General Church News 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Mecklenburg Presbytery meeting for the first 
time in its own Camp Hermon on July 15, elected 
Rev. J. L. Griggs moderator by acclamation. His 
first official function was to put the motion—a 
request of Rev. W. H. Frazer, D.D.,—that he be 
honorably retired from the ministrry as of August 
3ist. Three ministers were received: Rev. Gordon 
F. Garlington, from Kanawha Presbytery; Rev. H. 
Edwin Pickard from Norfolk Presbytery and Rev. 
Shelton M. Hutchison from New Albany Presbytery, 
U.S.A. Commissions were appointed to install them: 
on July 20th Mr. Pickard in the Sunset Hills 
Church; on July 27th—Mr. Hutchinson in the 
aoe Church and Mr. Garlington in the Matthews 

urch. 


The pastoral relationship was dissolved between 
the Cameronian and Roberdell Churches and Rev. 
Homer Spencer, Mr. and Mrs. Spencer have been 
appointed missionaries to Mexico. The members of 
the Peachland Church were transferred to the 
Marshville Church, 


Rev. W. Chester Keller led in a popular meeting 
on Religious Education and he presented for 
addresses Revs. W. L. Hall, Ph.D., J. M. Garrison, 
D.D., J. Walton Stewart, Jr and Mr. Norman 
Peace, who spoke in appreciation of the contribu- 
tion Mr. Stewart had made to the development of 
the camp. 


A special meeting of the Presbytery is to be 
held to consider the proposed plan of union and 
probably to discuss the Federal Council issue. 


The commission appointed to merge the Second 
and Westminister Presbyterian Churches of Char- 
lotte to form the Covenant Church reported that 
its work had been done. The new church has 50 
elders, 52 deacons and 3,042 members, Revs. W. 
L. Hall and J. B. Ficklen are the pastors of the 
church. Commissions also reported that Rev. Chas. 
A. Harper had been installed pastor of the Seigle 
Avenue Church and Rev. J. B. MacLeod pastor of 
the Sharon Church. 


Dr. O. C. Williamson reported on the activities 
of the candidates for the ministery and special 
oo was offered for Revs. W. C. C. Foster and 

. I, Howell, Jr. — both of whom are very sick. 


A memorial was read by Rev. J. G, Garth for 
the late Rev. G. H. Atkinson. The opening sermon 
was by Rev. F. R. McAlister, retiring moderator, 
from the text “Is the young man safe?” The 
powers of an evangelist were granted Rev. J. A 
Carriker. 


Rev. W. Chester Keller was chosen nominee for 
the next stated meeting to be held in the Ellerbe 
Presbyterian Church on October 28th. Rev. J. W. 
Stewart, Stated Clerk, was assisted by Revs, B. 
F. Yandell and F. C. Debele, Jr. 


The ladies of the Robinson Church served dinner 
to the assembly numbering about 200. It is ex- 
pected that it will be not earlier than 1949 before 
regular youth conferences can be held there. 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Tuscaloosa met in regular 
summer session in the Bethel First Church, on 
July 15. There were fourteen ministers and 17 
ruling elders present, besides 4 visiting elders and 
two deacons. The Greensboro and Newbern 
Churches have called Rev. F. E, Jordan as pastor, 
Two ministers of the Presbytery resigned to take 
up fellowships; Rev. J. Will Ormond of the Marion 
Church and Rev. H. C. Niles of the Livingston 
Group. Rev. L. K. Foster was received from East 
Alabama Presbytery and the following Commission 
was appointed to install him pastor of the Union- 
town Church: N. J. Warren Chairman, G. W. 
Cheek, J. W. Ormond, elder J. H, Porter, The re 
port of the Central Treasurer showed receipts for 
Benevolences of $16,362.39 for the six months of 
January to July. Rev. R. L. Kell gave a report on 
the Rural Church Conference held at Columbia 
Seminary. Committee appointments were as follows: 
Rev. T. C. Duncan placed on the Commission on 
the Minister and His Work in place of Mr. Ormond; 
Rev. R. L. Kell made Chairman of the Executive 
Committee on Religious Education; Rev. T. C. 
Duncan made Chairman of Young People’s Work; 
Rev, L. K. Foster Chairman of Leadership Training 
in place of Mr. Niles; Rev. W. E. Powell Chair- 
man of the Committee on Sessional Records in 
place of Mr. Niles; Rev. L. K. Foster Chairman of 
the Committee on Attendance and also Chairman 
of the Committee on Educational Institutions; Rev. 
W. E. Powell placed on the examining committee 
on English Bible; Rev. L. K. Foster designated to 
act for Radio programs; and a new Permanent 
Committee on Christian Relations was created: §, 
F. Bryant Chairman, G. W. Cheek, elder W. J. 
Gilmer. The next place of meeting will be Linden, 
on October 21. 


R. E. Fulton, Stated Clerk. 


—__>——_— 


Norfolk Presbytery 


(Place, Groves Memorial Church, Glouchester Co, 
Va. Rev. S, O. Coxe, pastor. Present 31 minister, 
34 elders. lt was noted that this is the first meeting 
of presbytery in the church which has recently 
become along with the Severn Church entirely in- 
depedent of aid from the presbytery. The members 
are farmers and fishermen, mainly. The pastor 
announced his purpose of retiring in a short time, 
having reached retirement age. Commissioners re- 
ported their attendance at the General Assembly, 
Ruling Elders W. E. Fluker, William F. Nimmo, 
A. C. Peel, F. N. Shufflebarger; Rev’s. Vernon L. 
Fisher, H, McQ. Shields, D.D., Willis Thompson 
and W. W. Grover. 


Rev. T. T. Fowler was received from the Pres 
bytery of Enoree. He is supplying the Park Avenue 
Church. Dr. J. Warren White, Synod’s Chairman, 
a physician of Norfolk, addressed the presbytery 
on the Hampden-Sydney Campaign showing 
progress made to date. Reports were also presented 
on Home Missions, by Rev. J. L. MacMillan, D. D. 
on Evangelism by Rev. D. D. Ellis, on Synod’s 
Work by Rev. Raleigh M. _— and on arrange- 
ments for the fall.session on October 6 and 7th in 





Aug. 15, 1947 


the Rehoboth Church at Rehoboth, Maryland in 
joint and simultaneous sessions with the Newcastle 
Presbytery of the U.S.A. Church. 


This joint meeting is held in the interest of 
developing fraternal relations between the two 
bodies which are planning reunion at some future 
time. The church entertaining the two presbyteries 
is of special interest in that it was built at his own 
expense by the Rev. Francis Mekemie who lead the 
movement for the union of the Presbyterian 
Churches after the beginning of the independence 
of the United States of America. The present pastor 
is the Rev. Herman Bischof, D.D. One of the 
churches of Norfolk Presbytery located on the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia is named for Francis 
Mackemie and is located at Accomac Court House 
and another is named for his wife, Naomi Makemie 
and is located at Onancock, Va. It is planned to 
have high officials and representatives of both 
denominations on the program which will be an- 
nounced later. —wW. W. Grover. 

—_——_—@—— 


Orange Presbytery 


Orange Presbytery met on July 15th in the 
Alamance Presbyterian Church Rt. 4, Greensboro, 
N. C. for its Regular Summer Adjourned Meeting, 
with Ruling Elder W. C. Buchanan of the Broadway 
Church Moderator. 


Thirty-two ministers and representatives from 
thirty churches were present. 


The Committee on Educational Institutions pre- 
sented Mr. Halbert McN. Jones, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of Flora Macdonald College who 
made a splendid address on Christian Education 
and a special appeal for Flora Macdonald College 
showing how the College had met real need and 
stressing the importance of completing the drive 
for $300,000 for endowment and improvement of 
the physical plants. Over two-thirds of this amount 
has been subscribed and a large part of the 
subscriptions have been paid, During the day, 
Orange joined with Fayetteville Presbytery in re- 
questing the College to include in the curriculum 
additional courses in Bible and Religious Education. 


The Religious Education Committee reported a 
Youth Conference held at Peace College June 30 
—July 5th with 145 delegates and 22 members of 
faculty and counsellors, also a Pioneer Camp held 
at the same place with 141 Pioneers and 23 
members of faculty held on July 7-12. The Com- 
mittee also reported progress being made on the 
Camp and Conference Grounds near Hillsboro, N. 
C. known as “Camp New Hope,” named from the 
Presbyterian Church a part of whose grounds will 
be used for the camp. 


During the day Rev. Dan, T. Caldwell, D.D. 
was retired from the Presbytery of East Hanover, 
Dr. Caldwell comes to head up the work of 
Educational Institutions for the Synod of North 
oe and will make his home in Greensboro, 


The Trustees of Glade Valley High Schoo] re- 
ported a challenge offer of $100,000 to be given 
when they have raised $200,000 of the $300,000 
oe of which amount over $100,000 has been 
aised, 


The pastoral relation between Rev. S. W. Du- 
Bose, Ph.D. and the Hillsboro Church was dissolved 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Begin September, January, June er July 
Standard Freshman and Bophomore Courses 
leading to A.A. or A.S. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th Grades. 
Veterans’ Refresher. 

Business Administration. 

Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 

Aireraft and Engine Mechanica, 


Apartments Available for Married Students. 


Registration Fee $5.00 
P. O. Box B-4 Maxton, N. C. 








TRACTS FOR TODAY 


HAVE YOU READ THEM? 

IS THE BIBLE RIGHT ABOUT JESUS? 
By J. Gresham Machen 
SCIENCE AND EVOLUTION 
Or Letters To A Boy Entering High School 
By Edward J. Young 
PRICE TEN CENTS EACH 
Committee On Christian Education 
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
728 Schaff Bldg. 1505 Race St. Phila. 2, Pa. 





WHAT SHALL WE DO 


IN ANSWER To THE 
REQUEST OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY P 


The 1947 General Assembly adopted 
the following resolution: 


“In view of the very grave need of our min- 
isters who have had to retire on the meager 
amounts now paid to annuitants, and because 
the maximum grants which are now being 
paid to annuitants cannot be increased with- 
out endangering the soundness of the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund, the General Assembly 
requests the Executive Committee of Chris- 
tian Education and Ministerial Relief to seek 
and devise ways and means of adding to the 
Three Million Dollar prior service fund, so 
that our retired ministers and those soon to 
be retired, may receive more adequate pro- 
visions.” 
Will you help? A check today. 

A legacy in your will. 
Presbyterian Church In The United States 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund 
Rev, Wade H. Boggs, D.D. ............ Secretary 


Rev. Wm. H. Hopper, D.D. ............ Treasurer 
410 Urban Bldg. — Louisville 2, Ky. 
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effective August 25th and he was granted letter 
of dismission to Greenbrier Presbytery as he goes 
to become a teacher in Davis Elkins College. 


Rev. Frederick W. Lewis, D.D. was granted letter 
of dismission to the Presbytery of Wilmington 
where he is doing supply work. 


Alfred McNair, candidate under the care of 
Presbytery and recent graduate of Princeton 
Seminary was examined for licensure and a Com- 
mission appointed to ordain him as evangelist in 
his home church, Sanford, N. C. 


Two new Committees—Christian Relations, and 
Radio, were appointed by Presbytery. 


An interesting sketch of the Alamance Church 
was presented, showing the organization date 1764, 
and that during its history the church has had 14 
pastors, 10 supplies, has sent 41 men into the 
ministry and at least 2 women to the foreign 
mission field. On April 1, 1947 the church reported 
587 members with Rev. J. M. Millard the present 
pastor, he having served in this capacity for the 
past 23 years. 


The fall meeting of Presbytery will be in the 
Mebane Presbyterian Church Tuesday October 14, 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

N. N. Fleming, Stated Clerk. 


a 


Presbytery Of Suwannee 


The Presbytery of Suwannee conducted its first 
stated summer meeting, July 15, 1947. The host 
church was the Beach Community Church, Atlantic 
Beach, Florida, of which the Rev. Henry S. Stout 
is pastor. This Presbytery now has four stated 
meetings a year. The Rev. W. Ted Jones was 
elected Moderator and the Rev. John Largent 
served as Temporary Clerk. 


Presbytery received the Rev. Glenn Otto Lantz 
from the Presbytery of New Brunswick (U.S.A.) 
Mr. Lantz is promoting the Presbyterian Student 
House work for the Synod of Florida. 


The Presbytery had the pleasure of licensing for 
the Gospel Ministry Mr. Gabriel Abdullah, one of 
its candidates and a graduate of the Colombia 
Theological Seminary. Mr. Abdullah has accepted 
work in the Synod of Alabama, The following 
candidates were received under the care of Pres- 
bytery: Messrs. William Mortimer Alexander, Her- 
bert Leo Underwood, both of the Riverside Church; 
= ne Paul McKinnon of the Springfield 

urch. 


The Rev. J. W. Conyers, Executive Secretary of 
Home Missions, was made Executive Secretary of 
the Presbytery. 


Presbytery adjourned until October 21, 1947, at 
10:00 A.M. when it will meet in the Live Oak 
Presbyterian Church, Live Oak, Florida, of which 
the Rev. Hubert Rust is minister. 

Stephen T. Harvin, Stated Clerk. 


Contributions Of The Presbyterian 
Church (United States) 


To The Genera] Assembly’s Training 
School — Richmond, Va. 


For the month of July: 1947, $2,807.35; 1946, 
$2,223.03. For the Year: 1937, $13,036.27; 1946, 
$11,699.72. 
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Bethel Presbytery 
Bethel Presbytery met at Van Wyck, S. C., on 


July 15, 1947 with 18 ministers and 39 elders 
present, Rev. John S. Steele, Retiring Moderator, 
preached the opening sermon. Rev. J. C. Solomon 
was elected Moderator. Mr, J. Marion Moore, Clerk 
of the Van Wyck Session, extended a cordial 
welcome to Bethel Presbytery to this its first 
meeting at Van Wyck in the church’s life. Rev. F, 
W. Gregg, D.D., co-pastor and pastor of Rock Hill 
First Church since 1910, was honorably retired as 
of September ist. Rev. J. S. Robinson has been 
installed pastor of Liberty Hill and Heath Springs 
Churches. Committees to report at the fall meeting 
on the matters sent down by the General Assembly 
were elected. Rev W, J. Huneycutt was received 
from Fayetteville Presbytery and orders taken 
for his installation at Blackstock, Cornwell and 
Concord Churches. The Fall Meeting is to be held 
at Purity Church at Chester, S. C., Tuesday Oct. 
7, 1947, at 9:30 A.M. 
W. P. Nickell, Stated Clerk. 


——— 


Norman, Ark. 


Evangelistic services were held in this church 
July 6-16, with Rev. John C. Ramsay, of Laredo, 
Texas, doing the preaching. The attendance was 
better than for several years, There were twenty- 
three additions to the church. twenty-one of these 
being by profession of faith. There were also about 
forty-five reconsecrations and two life enlistments. 
Twelve signed cards indicating that they had 
family altars or wound establish them. The church 
is better for these services. At the same time, a 
D.V.B.S. was conducted by Miss Jewel Smith, of 
Jonesboro, with an enrollment of almost a hundred. 
These were nearly all our own young people. Miss 
Smith has been with us before, and always does 
exceptionally good work. She had several good 
assistants this year. The accomplishments of the 
school were quite remarkable, and the presence of 
the boys and girls contributed to the number 
received on profession of faith. 

John T. Barr, Sr. Norman, Ark. 
—_——>—_—. 


Central Mississippi Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi met in 
adjourned session at the First Presbyterian Church, 
Greenville, Miss. on July 15, 1947 with the Rev. 
J. V. Cobb as Moderator. Mr. Allen Richard Bolls 
of Indianola Church and Mr. Everett C. Johnson of 
the Bethsalem Church were examined and received 
under the care of Presbytery as candidates for the 
ministry. A new set of Standing Rules providing 
for quarterly meetings were adopted. The reports 
of the commissioners to the General assembly were 
heard. A call for the ministerial services of the 
Rev. John R. Smith from the newly organized 
Westminster Church of Jackson was placed in his 
hands and a commission for his installation was 
appointed. Presbytery adjounred to meet in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Vicksburg on Tues- 
day, October 21, 1947, at 9:30 A.M. 

J. V. Cobb, Moderator. 
Dwyn M. Mounger, Stated Clerk. 
———_>—_—_ 


Winchester Presbytery 
The Presbytery of Winchester will meet in the 
Presbyterian Church, Moorefield, W. Va., on Tues- 
day, September 16, 1947, at 11:00 A.M. 
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Woman’s Work 


What Effect Would Union Have 


On Our Woman’s Work? 


By Ferguson Wood, D.D. 
Johnson City, Tenn. 


Undoubtedly the best organized and the most 
effective group we have in the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church is our women. 


Since May of 1912 when the first Auxiliary was 
organized under the capable direction of Mrs. W. 
C. Winnsborough. our women have been second 
to none in accomplishments and the realization of 
their ideals. 


In their Quadrennial Report to the 1946 Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Northern Church there are 
indications that the need of an effective woman’s 
organization is being felt. At present they have 
antiquated guilds in the local churches. 


A prominent minister now in the Northern 
Church who received his apprenticeship in our 
church said several years ago, “The work of the 
women of the Southern Church is years ahead of 
that of the Northern Church.” 


In view of the above does it make sense to set 
out to liquidate an organization that has func- 
tioned effectively for 35 years? An organization 
that reported as follows to the 87th General As- 
sembly of our Church: “There is an increase of 
15,305 women enlisted in study and service, mak- 
ing the total number this year 225.700. There 
have been 73 new Auxiliaries organized during the 
vear, makine the total 2.692. There are many evi- 
dences of spiritual growth: increased interest in 
Bible study; definite growth in praver life: many 
women cooperating in Visitation Fvangelism in 
their churches. There was an enthusiastic par- 
ticipation in the Mission Program of our Church 
evidenced by greater interest in the Home and 
Foreign Mission study seasons and in larger gifts. 
The 1946 Auxiliary Birthdav Gift of $125,827.46 
(for the Italian Mission, Chinese Mission and War 
Relief) was the largest Birthday offering yet 
given, and every Auxiliarv shared in it. This gift 
brought the total of our 25 Birthday gifts to $1.- 
341,339.07. The total gifts for the year from the 
women were $2.225,008.00. This marks an in- 
crease of $300,096 over last year. This has been 
a year of triumph and awakening, triumph as evi- 
denced by definite growth, and an awakening to 
the need of a closer fellowship with Christ, and a 
more genuine proof of our love for Him, and a 
more adequate meeting of our urgent responsi- 
bilities of these days as “stewards of the manifold 
grace of God.” 


Why liquidate such a program as that? 


————— 


Committee On Christian 
Relations 


A number of people have asked about the 
treasurer of the Committee on Christian Relations, 
ll checks for our Committee should be made 
payable to Committee on Christian Relations and 
sent to Box 5094, Richmond 20, Virginia. 
John H. Marion, Jr., Director. 
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Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


¥ CHOIR GOWNS + VESTMENTS 
‘ PULPIT ROBES » HANGINGS 
Co STOLES - EMBROIDERIES 


= Communion Sets: Altar Ap- 
+ Altor Brass Goods 
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FREE FILMSTRIP 


Excellent For Use At Evening Services 
Auxiliary Meetings - Young 
People’s Meetings 


You may secure from our office at no rental 
charge a 35mm. filmstrip entitled Report To 
You, with accompanying script, in which Dr. 
C, Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary, and 
Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., Executive Com- 
mittee member, report on their visit to the 
Orient in which they surveyed conditions in 
our China, Korea and Japan fields. Suitable 
for presentation in a minimum time of 25 
minutes. Write: 


EDUCATIONAL DEPT. 
Executive Committee Of Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church (U. S.) 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 


} 





A 








MONTREAT HIGH SCHOOL 
AND COLLEGE COURSES 
Accredited. Libera] arts, bus. ed., music, dra- 
maties, religious ed. A.B., B.S. degrees. Sports. 
Rate $320.00. Self-help scholarships, Catalog. 
DR. MARGARET SPENCER, DEAN 


P. O. Box “S” Montreat, N. C. 


% 








Free to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sun- 
day School or Missionary Superintendent, one 
copy of “Take No Thought” for each family in 
his congregation providing he will agree to give 
a talk on Tithing before distribution. Write 
stating number of leaflets desired to: Tither, 
417-SP South Hill Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 











THE PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES 
OF THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 
By Vernon W. Patterson 


We have had such a demand for this booklet 
that a new revised edition has just been printed. 
They are again available for free distribution as 
long as our new supply lasts. You may enclose 
postage stamps to help defray carrying charges to 
you if this is convenient. Let us know at once how 


many you can profitably use. Order 


from: The 


Southern Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaver- 


ville, N. C. 
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“Study Means...” 
By Christie V. Ewing* 


(During the Missouri Presbyterial ars eres | in 
April, 1947, two Bible studies were conducted by 
Mrs. Joel H. Ewing, a Bible teacher in First Pres- 
byterian Church. Columbia, Mo. At our request 
she prepared a short article that makes so clear 
the unity of study materials for the women of our 
Church this year. Mrs. Ewing’s article follows.) 


We all have chances to be perfectly familiar with 
this study material for 1947-48, but perhaps some- 
thing needs to be said about how perfectly it is 
all connected. 


First the Guide Book. This booklet is supposed 
to be in the hands of every woman for her own 
personal use to prepare her for the Circle Program 
study. If you follow the suggestions in this Guide 
Book, you will enjoy the thrill of having memori- 
zed the entire Sermon on the Mount by the end 
of the year without realizing you were doing it. 
Many women find special interest in the different 
kinds of questions listed with each lesson. 


1. Questions answered definitely from the 
Scripture reading. 


2. Questions that arouse interest in looking up 
references. Hence your reading reaches out. 


8. Questions that can be answered only in your 
own heart. 


4, Questions that lead your thoughts up to the 
Auxiliary programs that follow later. 


Second, Circle Program booklet, Thy Kingdom 
Come—Beginning in Me. Twelve studies from the 
Sermon on the Mount. Guides as to what a Chris- 
tian should be and do, A very fine group of 
studies. If our women could just realize that 
actually to study together each month in circle 
meeting a part of the Sermon on the Mount means 
that they will be better prepared to enjoy the 
Auxiliary programs. These programs are somewhat 
different from any we have ever had in the way 
they are built around the ever widening circle of 
opportunities a Christian woman has to put into 
practice the teachings of Jesus in home, community, 
state, nation, and world. 


Third, Thy Will Be Done—Now, the Auxilia 
program booklet. Home study, circle study, auxi- 
iliary study—all so helpful, all connected and all 
lead us up to the Intensive Study of Matthew’s 
Gospel outlined in our booklet, Emmanuel. 


This little book Emmanuel is not any critical 
study nor any exposition of chapters. As you will 
find in its introduction, it was prepared as an 
aid to study and intended to stimulate thought by 
its —_— and to throw new light on very old 
truths. 


Besides these helps available there is a list of 
material suggested in the Circle Program booklet. 
Some of the books mentioned may not be found 
in libraries of the average home, but are often 
I —y pastor’s book shelves and are willingly 
oaned. 


Reading and studying any book of the Bible are 
two quite different things. There is no real 
spiritual value to mere reading, going through 
motions to cover ground and say how many 
chapters we have read. But how we read means 
something. 


ae 


Study means to read with a real taste for God's 
word, In one of the strange visions of Ezekiel 
(Chapter 3) he was handed a book and he heard 
the words: “Son of man, eat and then go speak 
unto the house of Israel.” He obeyed and the taste 
was sweet like honey. To eat a message means it 
is digested into living. 

For us to really study means that we relate the 
message to human life. 


*Mrs. Joel H. Ewing, Columbia, Mo. 


LeCraw To Serve Without Pay 


When the Committee on Stewardship for the 
General Assembly was able to secure the services of 
Colonel Roy LeCraw as campaign director for the 
Presbyterian Program of Progress, its members 
felt that they were being led of the Lord. Colonel 
LeCraw has been a very successful insurance man, 
has been mayor of the city of Atlanta, has been 
president of the Atlanta Chamber of Commerce. 
and was one of the founders of the Atlanta Com- 
munity Chest, He served with distinction in World 
War II, holding the rank of colonel when he re- 
tired (not on account of age, for he is still a 
young man) to represent the United States in 
diplomatic service. 

He has been directing the work of War Relief 
for our General Assembly with great ability and 
devotion, and we are sure that he will show these 
same fine qualities in directing the combined pro- 
gram of our general campaign and War Relief. 


Colonel LeCraw was offered for his first year of 
service with us a salary of $10,000, which was 
regarded as quite modest for a man of his ability 
and standing in the business world. He has re 
quested that not one penny of remuneration be 
put into the year’s budget for him. The explana- 
a is in his own words: “I have two reasons for 
this: 


“First: It would be a privilege to take a ‘Sab- 
batical year’s’ leave and do this job for the Lord 
and for the Church; and, since the Lord has taken 
care of me in the past, I know I can trust Him to 
do so in the future. 


“Second: I believe perhaps that doing this job 
in this manner might have a good upon our 
campaign and also might encourage some other 
men in our Church to do likewise, and I know 
there will be a great joy and blessing awaiting 
anyone who thus serves the Lord.” 


Colonel LeCraw is not a rich men, and this act 
rs re is truly a dedication of himself to 

od. 

May we add the hope that all who are invited 
to share in the work of this Program of Progress 
may show his enthusiasm and fine cooperation! 

J. R. McCain, Chairman, 
Committee on Stewardship. 


—————— 


The Profit Of Christ's 
Resurrection 


What does the resurrection of Christ profit us? 
To this question the Heidelberg Catechism replies: 
“First; by his resurrection he hath overcome eath, 
that he might make us partakers of that righteous 
ness which He had purchased for us by His death. 
Secondly, we are also, by His power, raised up to 
a new life, And lastly, the resurrection of C 
is a sure pledge of our blessed resurrection. 
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REMEMBER 
Ths? 





OVERSEAS. RELIEF 
CLOTHING 





Irs the familiar Duitle Bag ona ¥ CHURCH WORLD 
new ... and happier mission! fF SERY ICE CENTER 
NOW it's being used to collect \ we 
NEW ORLEANS, LA 

goods for overseas relief. 

These bogs will be sent free to 
any church, church organization, 
civic group, or individual family. YOU fill them with spare clothing ... bedding, 
shoes ... tie and ship collect to your nearest shipping center (the bags are self- 
addressed). That's all there is to it. 


Won't we, who are so fortunate, share with those who have so little? Send a post- 
card today and your duffle bag, or bags, will be sent you immediately. Remem- 
ber, there’s no cost to you in the entire transaction. You let us have the clothing, 
bedding or shoes ... and we will see that these reach the destitute people of Eu- 


rope and Asia. 


Won't you do your share? 


PRESBYTERIAN 
WAR RELIEF 


For Further Information Write 


CoL. Roy LECrAw 
Campaign Director 





Yes, I want to help. Send me 
duffle bags. 











Family [J] Church or Civic Organiza- 


P. O. Box 1433 tion [] Church [] 


ATLANTA (1) GEORGIA 
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RALLY DAY serremsee x 


WILL LAUNCH THE DRIVE TO RAISE 


$500 OOO IN FIVE YEARS ~ 


This first objective of the 
Presbyterian Program of 
Progress is to be invested by 
the Executive Committee of 
Religious Education to: 
BUILD ... more Efficient 


Service through Expanded 
Business Facilities. 


BUILD . . . more Effective 
Teacher Training through Vis- 
val Education. 


BUILD... more Enduring 
Tomorrow through Enlarged 
Publishing Program. 


Success Js Assured 
Only Chrough Your Prayers and Contributions 


+4 PREPARE NOW FOR RALLY DAY — SEPTEMBER 28 











